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This  book  was  intended  for  the  enlightenment  and  possible 
entertainment  of  my  children  and  grandchildren.  It  is  because 
of  this  that  so  much  space  is  taken  up  with  the  doings  of  my 
immediate  family  and  with  my  own  recollections. 

I  trust  that  others  who  may  read  it  will  make  allowance  for 
what  would  otherwise  be  undue  prominence  given  to  our  par¬ 
ticular  branch  of  the  Ferguson  Clan. 

I  especially  regret  my  inability  to  secure  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  descendants  of  Amos  and  Edward  Ferguson 
(Chapter  9)  for  with  them  lies  the  only  chance  of  the  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  Ferguson  name  among  Susanna’s  descendants. 
Henry  Ferguson,  (Chapter  7),  Mary  Effie  Ferguson  (Chapter 
9)  and  Julia  Ferguson,  (Chapter  4)  are,  of  her  descendants 
included  here,  the  only  ones  now  living  bearing  that  name,  and 
when  they  go  the  name  will  become  extinct  among  her  de¬ 
scendants  except  for  its  possible  survival  among  Amos  and 
Edward  Ferguson’s  descendants. 
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Chapter  One 


SUSANNA  CORNELL  FERGUSON  AND 
HER  CHILDREN . 

I 

Susanna  Cornell,  born  i,  i,  1784,  was  the  daughter  of  Josiah 
Cornell  born  1760.  ; 

Susanna’s  father  is  listed  as  No.  3136  in  the  Genealogy  of 
the  Cornell  family  published  in  1902,  written  by  the  Rev.  John 
CornelL  Josiah  was  the  son  of  William  (No.  3052)  born  12,  3, 
1728,  the  son  of  Joshua  (No.  3002)  born  1677,  son  J°^n 
(No.  7)  born  1637,  the  son  of  Thomas  (No.  1)  born  in  Eng¬ 
land  1595,  who  emigrated  to  Boston  in  1636. 

Susanna’s  grandfather,  William  Cornell,  was  the  owner  of 
a  ladder-backed  arm  chair  now  in  my  possession,  which  bears 
a  plate  showing  its  descent  from  him  through  his  grand¬ 
daughter  Susanna,  into  the  Ferguson  family  and  through  her 
granddaughter  Susan  A.,  back  into  the  Cornell  family. 

Susanna  married  Hezekiah  Ferguson,  born  3,  1,  1780,  died 
1857.  Their  home  was  at  Esopus  in  Ulster  County,  and  I  believe 
that  Susanna’s  ancestral  home  was  there.  It  must  have  been  in 
that  neighborhood,  for  Susanna  was  a  member  of  the  Marlbor¬ 
ough  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends, 
which  included  Esopus  in  its  jurisdiction.  Her  marriage  to 
Hezekiah  Ferguson,  not  a  Friend,  was  a  serious  breach  of  the 
rules  of  the  Society.  “Marrying  out  of  Meeting”  was  in  those 
days,  unless  the  member  expressed  regret  for  so  doing,  usually 
followed  by  disownment  from  the  Society;  and  it  was  so  in  this 
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case,  for  the  minutes  of  Marlborough  Monthly  Meeting  show 
that  she  was  disowned  9,  25,  1805,  for  “marrying  out.” 

The  Friends  were  not  so  stiff-necked  that  they  would  not 
forgive  and  receive  back  the  offender  on  a  proper  showing  of 
regret.  The  condonement  was  possibly  effected  by  her  bring¬ 
ing  her  husband  into  Meeting  with  her  and  she  was  accord¬ 
ingly  reinstated  7,  27,  1808,  and  her  husband  on  12,  21,  1808, 
was  accepted  in  membership  with  their  minor  children,  James, 
Anna  and  Hannah. 

Hezekiah  Ferguson  was  the  son  of  Gabriel  Ferguson  of 
Orange  County,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  married  Hannah 
Smith,  (daughter  of  John  Smith  and  Wilson.  Their 

children  being,  John,  Hezekiah,  Gabriel,  James,  Martha,  Bet¬ 
sey,  Peter,  Hannah,  Thomas,  Smith  and  Atkinson).  Gabriel 
Ferguson  was  born  in  Westchester  County,  son  of  Hezekiah 
Ferguson,  who  married  Martha  Leggett,  (daughter  of  Thomas 
Leggett,*  born  1696  and  Mary  Embree,  Thomas  Leggett  being 

•  the  son  of  Gabriel  Leggett  and  Eliza  Richardson,  daughter  of 

•  John  Richardson).  Hezekiah  Ferguson  of  Westchester  County 

was  the  son  of  John  Ferguson  and  Anne  .  John  Fer¬ 

guson  came  from  Scotland  and  bought  land  in  Westchester 
County.  There  is  said  to  be  in  the  possession  of  members  of 
the  Ferguson  family  a  document  dated  1745,  signed  by  George 
Clinton,  giving  Hezekiah  Ferguson,  eldest  son  of  John  Fergu¬ 
son,  the  right  of  administration  on  the  estate  of  his  sister, 
Hannah. 

I  have  been  unable  to  find  any  further  information  about 
Hezekiah.  His  home  at  Esopus  was  the  usual  type  of  farm  of 

•  The  statement  that  Martha  Leggett,  who  married  the  first  Hezekiah  Fergu¬ 
son,  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Leggett,  may  be  erroneous.  Possibly  this  Martha 
was  the  sister  of  Thomas  and  the  daughter  of  Gabriel  Leggett. 
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AND  HER  DESCENDANTS 


the  period,  though  possibly  more  complete.  It  comprised  an  al¬ 
most  self-contained  unit  for  family  life.  There  was  even,  my 
mother  stated,  a  rope  walk  for  the  making  of  rope,  and  a  black¬ 
smith  forge  for  shoeing  the  horses.  Candles  were  dipped,  wool 
spun  and  as  far  as  possible  all  the  family  needs  were  supplied 
on  the  farm. 

The  complete  list  of  Susanna’s  and  Hezekiah’s  children  is: 

James,  b.  9,  12,  1805;  see  Chapter  2. 

Anna,  b.  9,  8,  1806; 

Hannah,  b.  9,  29,  1807;  d.  1885.  Unmarried. 

John  C.,  b.  6,  2,  1810;  see  Chapter  9. 

Robert  Reynolds,  b.  10,  28,  1812;  d.  Unmarried. 

Esther,  ,  b.  1819;  see  Chapter  10. 

Phebe  A.,  b.  1821;  (?)  see  Chapter  11. 

Certain  of  the  statistical  records  of  the  Friend’s  Meetings 
give  the  family  name  as  “Forgison,”  though  in  most  cases  it  is 
given  as  Ferguson.  That  it  was  frequently  pronounced  “Forgi¬ 
son”  is  indicated  by  the  following  circumstance: — 

Some  time  in  the  nineties  of  the  last  century  I  became  some¬ 
what  intimately  associated  with  a  Civil  War  veteran,  Colonel 
Samuel  B.  Lawrence  of  New  York  City,  a  cousin  of  Julien  T. 
Davies,  who  was  the  head  of  the  law  firm  of  which  I  was  a 
member.  Colonel  Lawrence,  on  learning  that  I  was  a  Quaker, 
as  the  Friends  are  commonly  called,  mentioned  the  fact  that 
when  he  was  a  boy  in  New  York  City,  his  family — as  the  cus¬ 
tom  then  was  among  Friends, — habitually  entertained  at  Yearly 
Meeting  time,  some  of  the  Friends  from  the  country,  and  that 
in  his  family  they  generally  had  as  such  guests,  a  certain  Heze- 
kiah  Forgison  and  his  wife,  who  were  considered  by  the  young 
Lawrences  and  their  friends  to  be  very  countrified  and  back- 
woodsy  people. 
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Upon  my  suggesting  that  they  were  possibly  my  great 
grandparents,  he  was  positive  that  the  name  was  not  Ferguson 
but  Forgison.  Had  I  then  known  of  the  Meeting  records,  I 
should  have  been  interested  to  learn  from  him  more  about 
their  behavior  and  peculiarities. 

My  recollection  of  the  talk  with  Colonel  Lawrence  is  re¬ 
freshed  by  the  fact  that  it  was  during  this  talk  he  told  me  that 
at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  one  of  the  bloodiest  of  the  Civil  War, 
while  under  fire,  he  picked  some  violets  which  were  growing 
at  his  feet  and  put  them  in  his  wallet,  and  he  still  had  the 
withered  stems. 

My  childish  recollections  of  Susanna,  supported  by  the  ex¬ 
cellent  oil  portrait  of  her  which  hangs  in  my  library,  give  her 
dignity  and  charm.  She  lived  at  Central  Valley  when  I  was  a 
small  boy,  and  to  my  unsophisticated  eyes  seemed  quite  a 
superior  person. 

Plains  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends  was  set  off  from  Marl¬ 
borough  Monthly  Meeting  some  time  prior  to  1821;  and  in 
1828  when  there  was  a  division  in  the  body  between  those 
called  Orthodox  and  those  called  Hicksites,  the  records  of  that 
Meeting  show  that  Susanna  Ferguson  and  her  husband,  Heze- 
kiah,  with  their  children,  James,  Hannah,  Anna,  Robert  and 
Hester  (Esther)  adhered  to  the  Hicksite  body.  No  mention  is 
made  of  John,  evidently  overlooked.  The  birth  records  of 
Esopus  Preparative  Meeting  mention  James,  Hannah,  Anna, 
John  and  Robert  Reynolds,  omitting  the  two  younger  ones 
Esther  and  Phebc  A. 

Susanna  was  extremely  broad  in  her  religious  views.  It  was- 
undoubtedly  her  influence  that  determined  the  adherence  of 
the  family  to  the  Hicksite  cause,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
most  of  her  neighbors  went  Orthodox.  In  her  old  age  whea 
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her  eyesight  was  failing  she  read  by  the  use  of  a  reading  glass  a 
book  of  Robert  G.  Ingersoll’s  lectures.  At  the  time  Ingersoll, 
whose  attack  on  Orthodoxy,  in  fact  on  all  religion  was  violent, 
was  almost  universally  avoided  with  fear  and  trembling.  Su¬ 
sanna’s  eyesight  continued  to  fail  and  during  the  last  period  of 
her  life,  she  became  totally  blind. 

Susanna  and  three  of  her  children,  Hannah,  Esther  and 
Robert,  were  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  the  Smith’s  Clove 
Friends’  Meeting  House. 

Friends  records  show  the  marriage  on  io,  21,  1829,  of  James 
Ferguson,  son  of  Hezekiah  and  Susanna  Ferguson  with  Rhoda 
Humphrey,  daughter  of  Timothy  and  Fanny  Humphrey,  all 
of  Esopus.  The  wedding  certificate  is  given  here  in  full  exactly 
as  written  in  the  Meeting  Records: 

“James  Ferguson  of  the  Town  of  Esopus,  County  of  Ulster  and 
State  of  New  York,  son  of  Hezekiah  Forgison  and  Susanna  his 
wife,  and  Rhoda  Humphrey  daughter  of  Timothy  Humphrey  and 
Fanny  his  wife,  of  the  Town,  County  and  State  aforesaid,  having 
laid  their  intentions  of  marriage  with  each  other  before  two  Monthly 
Meetings  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends  held  at  Esopus  and 
Paltz  in  the  State  aforesaid,  they  having  the  consent  of  Parents  and 
nothing  appearing  to  obstruct,  their  proposal  of  marriage  was  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  Meeting,  these  are  to  certify  that  for  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  their  intentions  this  first  day  of  the  Tenth  Month  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  nine  They 
the  said  James  Forgison  and  Rhoda  Humphrey  appeared  in  a  Pub- 
lick  Meeting  of  said  Society  held  at  Esopus  and  the  said  James 
Forgison  taking  the  said  Rhoda  Humphrey  by  the  hand  did  on  this 
sollemn  occasion  declare  that  he  took  her  to  be  his  wife  promising 
through  divine  assistance  to  be  unto  her  a  faithful  and  loving  Hus¬ 
band  untill  separated  by  death,  or  words  to  that  effect,  and  then  the 
said  Rhoda  Humphrey  did  in  like  manner  declare  that  she  took  the 
said  James  Forgison  to  be  her  Husband  promising  through  divine 
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assistance  to  be  unto  him  a  faithful  and  loving  wife  untill  separated 
by  Death,  or  words  to  that  import,  and  they  the  said  James  Forgison 
and  Rhoda  Humphrey,  she  according  to  the  custom  of  marriage 
assuming  the  name  of  her  Husband,  as  a  further  confirmation 
thereof  did  then  and  there  to  these  presents  set  their  Hands 

James  Forgison 
Rhoda  Forgison 


and  we  being  present  have  subscribed  our  names  as  witness  thereof 


Hezekiah  Forgison 
Thomas  Lawrence 
Leonard  L.  Coutant 
Eliza  Lawrence 


Hannah  Forgison 
Timothy  Humphrey 
David  Norton 
John  C.  Forgison.” 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Recorder  spelled  the  name  “For¬ 
gison”  except  when  first  given  when  it  was  written  “Ferguson.” 

Timothy  Humphrey  of  Esopus,  born  1784,  father  of  Rhoda 
was  the  son  of  Timothy  Humphrey  of  Simmsbury,  Conn., 
who  married  Rhoda  Case,  born  6,  1,  1755,  died  9,  14,  1845. 
Timothy  was  the  son  of  Noah  Humphrey  of  Simmsbury,  born 
1707,  married  172 6,  Hannah  Case,  born  Simmsbury,  1709  (?) 
died  1799.  In  1762  he  was  a  captain  in  Colonel  Lyman’s  regi¬ 
ment  at  die  capture  of  Havana.  Noah  was  the  son  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Samuel  Humphrey,  born  Windsor,  Conn.,  1656,  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Mills,  born  1662,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Mary  Bull 
Mills.  Samuel  removed  to  Simmsbury  about  1669.  Samuel 
Humphrey  was  the  son  of  Michael  Humphrey  who  appears  in 
American  records  in  1643.  He  married,  1647,  Priscilla  Grant, 
daughter  of  Matthew  Grant  of  Windsor,  Conn.,  an  ancestor  of 
U.  S.  Grant.  Michael  Humphrey  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and 
Susanna  Humphrey  of  Lyme  Regis,  Dorsetshire,  England. 

My  recollection  of  my  grandfather  James  is  much  clearer 
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than  my  memory  of  his  mother,  though  I  was  eight  years  old 
at  the  time  of  her  death  at  Central  Valley  in  1874.  Grand¬ 
father  James  used  to  sit  tilted  back  in  the  old  arm  chair  which 
came  down  from  William  Cornell.  The  crayon  sketch  made 
of  him  by  the  Dutch  artist  J.  M.  Culverhouse,  showing  him 
asleep  in  the  chair  with  his  mouth  open  is  an  excellent  likeness 
and  portrays  him  in  a  characteristic  pose.  -  When  he  left  for 
his  visit  to  Middle  Hope  in  1877,  from  which  he  never  returned, 
I  remember  being  an  onlooker  at  this  parting  from  his  sister 
Hannah,  and  my  astonishment  at  the  warmth  of  the  parting. 
It  was  my  first  knowledge  that  people  so  elderly  could  show 
any  warmth  of  affection.  Now  that  I  have  almost  reached  his 
age  my  amazement  has  abated.  James  was  a  carpenter  and  a 
farmer.  His  lack  of  book  learning  is  indicated  in  his  letter  to 
his  daughter  Susan,  my  mother,  shown  in  Chapter  3.  The  dif¬ 
ferences  in  education  and  culture  among  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  this  family  are  most  marked.  It  should  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  schooling  in  the  back  country  in  the  early  part  of 
the  19th  century  was  not  easy  to  get,  and  that  children  went 
early  to  work  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the  family. 

Hannah  lived  at  our  home  all  through  my  early  childhood, 
a  patient  sufferer  from  cancer.  She  seemed  decidedly  spinster- 
ish,  and  I  realize  that  I  and  the  others  of  my  age  gave  her  little 
of  the  affection  she  would  have  welcomed  so  gladly.  She  died 
in  1885. 

Robert,  another  of  Susanna’s  children,  when  he  was  a  young 
man  cut  his  knee  badly  with  an  axe  while  in  the  woods.  Lack 
of  proper  treatment  left  him  with  a  knee  permanently  bent  so 
that  his  leg  stuck  out  behind.  The  only  occupation  left  to  him 
was  that  of  a  schoolteacher.  When  I  knew  him,  he  had  ceased 
to  do  even  that.  He  died  unmarried.  I  remember  my  horror 
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on  learning  that  it  was  necessary  to  amputate  his  leg  in  order 
to  arrange  his  body  in  a  coffin.  I  do  not  know  how  general  the 
knowledge  was  in  the  family  of  this  post-mortem  amputation. 
I  think  my  knowledge  must  have  been  a  case  of  “little  pitchers.” 
I  know  I  never  mentioned  it.  I  am  certain  that  secretiveness 
was  a  ruling  trait  of  my  childhood,  entirely  too  much  so. 

The  lack  of  proper  medical  care  which  caused  Robert’s  mal¬ 
formation  was  not  entirely  unusual  in  those  days.  One  of  my 
early  recollections  is  that  of  seeing  a  man  walking  on  all  fours 
like  a  bear, — Ret  Storms,  one  of  the  numerous  mountaineers, 
living  in  what  is  now  Bear  Mountain  Park.  The  mountaineers 
used  to  come  out  to  the  village  of  Central  Valley  on  Saturdays 
to  make  their  weekly  purchases.  They  would  walk  in  a  long 
string,  single  file  like  Indians.  Among  them  we  frequently 
saw  Ret  Storms,  who  was  unable  to  stand  upright,  because 
when  he  was  a  child  his  “back  was  broken”  by  his  drunken 
father.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  nature  of  his  injury,  it 
was  commonly  reputed  that  he  could  cut  and  cord  more  wood 
in  one  day  than  any  other  of  the  mountaineers  and  that  he 
could  walk  faster  and  further  than  any  of  them,  showing  as 
my  father  used  to  say,  that  “Four  legs  are  better  than  two.” 

The  mountains,  which  include  the  Harriman  estate  and 
Bear  Mountain  Park,  have  been  denuded  of  trees  twice  within 
my  memory.  Once  in  my  early  childhood  for  charcoal,  which 
was  burned  in  the  Parrott  Iron  Furnace  at  Greenwood,  now 
Arden.  I  remember  the  long  string  of  charcoal  wagons  that 
used  to  come  down  from  the  mountains,  and  pass  our  house 
en  route  to  the  Greenwood  Iron  Works.  We  used  to  treasure 
the  bits  of  charcoal  that  dropped  from  the  wagons.  When  the 
mountains  were  cut  over  the  cutters  would  leave  an  occasional 
huge  tree  standing.  I  think  such  trees  were  pepperidge  trees. 
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They  were  left  because,  for  some  reason,  they  were  not  suitable 
for  charcoal  burning.  They  stood  for  years  gaunt  monuments 
on  the  sky  line.  The  mountains  were  cut  over  again  about 
twenty  years  later,  for  cord  wood  for  the  brick  yards;  hence 
the  scarcity  of  fine  old  trees  in  Bear  Mountain  Park,  the  loveli¬ 
ness  of  which  will  be  much  increased  when  the  forest  trees  are 
fully  grown. 

Susanna’s  eldest  daughter,  Anna,  married  one  Bevier.  They 
removed  to  Michigan  and  lived  at  or  near  Batde  Creek.  I 
know  that  some  members  of  the  family  heard  from  her  at 
times  and  that  my  Aunt  Kate, — James’  daughter — went  to 
school  at  Battle  Creek.  She  was  a  pupil  in  the  school  run  by 
Mary  Bloomer,  who  originated  the  divided  skirt  costume 
called  “bloomers.”  When  grandfather  James  married  a  second 
time  his  wife  was  a  Mary  Bloomer  of  the  same  family. 

I  have  no  further  information  as  to  Anna  Bevier.  This 
makes  the  only  gap  in  this  family  history  except  as  to  the  de-^ 
scendants  of  two  of  the  sons  of  John  C.  Ferguson  referred  to  in 
Chapter  9. 

John’s  removal  from  Esopus  to  the  neighborhood  of  Chap- 
paqua  in  Westchester  County,  is  shown  by  the  removal  certifi¬ 
cate  sent  by  Plains  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends  to  Chappaqua 
Monthly  Meeting  on  7,  25,  1835.  In  the  family,  John,  who  was 
6  feet  3  inches  in  height  and  handsome,  was  looked  up  to  as  the 
flower  of  the  flock.  I  think  he  was  undoubtedly  superior  intel¬ 
lectually  and  culturally  to  the  rest  of  his  brothers  and  sisters. 

Susanna’s  daughter,  Esther,  married  Jacob  Mott.  After  his 
death  she  removed  from  Esopus  to  Central  Valley,  where  she 
lived  till  her  death.  She  had  a  pleasant  personality  and  was 
more  of  a  favorite  among  us  children  than  her  elder  sister  *• 
Hannah.  Perhaps  the  fact  that  she  was  younger  gave  her 
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greater  favor  in  our  eyes.  In  her  later  years  her  face  was  dis¬ 
figured  by  cancer,  a  disease  somewhat  prevalent  in  the  family. 

Susanna’s  youngest  child,  Phebe  A.,  for  many  years  prac¬ 
ticed  in  New  York  City  as  a  healer.  She  gave  massage  and 
other  non-medical  treatment  and  seemed  to  possess  unusual 
healing  and  psychic  powers.  To  my  childish  country  eyes  her- 
manner  of  living  was  quite  luxurious.  She  became  a  spiritual¬ 
ist  and  I  remember  as  a  boy  attending  seances  at  which  there 
were  table  rappings  and  communications  believed  by  those 
present  to  come  from  an  American  Indian  spirit.  His  gibberish 
would  come  from  the  mouth  of  some  one  present  who  had 
mediumistic  powers.  My  recollection  is  faulty  as  to  how  and 
by  whom  the  translation  was  made.  Grandfather  James  also 
was  addicted  to  spiritualism  and  at  times  could  give  a  sort  of 
address  which  he  claimed  to  have  received  from  spirits  of  the 
departed. 
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Chapter  T wo 

JAMES  FERGUSON  (Son  of  Susanna)  AND 

HIS  CHILDREN 


James  born  8,  12,  1805;  died  6,  20,  1877;  married  (1)  ro,  1, 
1829,  Rhoda  Humphrey,  born  10,  25,  1809;  died  3,  n,  1847; 
married  (2)  7,  30,  1848,  Mary  Bloomer,  born  9,  6,  1812;  mar¬ 
ried  (3)  9,  6,  1862,  Mary  Edgar,  born  8,  n,  1822. 

Children  of  James  and  Rhoda; 


Susan  A., 

George, 

Elias, 

Mary  L., 

Joseph, 

Kate, 

Delia, 


b.  8,  23,  1830;  see  Chapter  3. 
b.  12,  15,  1831;  see  Chapter  4. 
b.  5,  18,  1833;  d.  4,  20,  1843. 
b.  7,  19,  1835;  d.  10,  18,  1838. 
b.  7,  10,  1838;  see  Chapter  5. 
b.  5,  7,  1845;  see  Chapter  6. 
b.  3,  4,  1847;  d.  4,11,1847. 


Children  of  James  and  Mary  Bloomer; 


t 


Clarry,  b.  7,  25,  1849;  d.  young. 

James  Henry,  b.  12,  21,  1850;  see  Chapter  7. 

Frank,  b.  12,  22,  1852;  d.  in  infancy. 

Elizabeth,  b.  2,  22,  1854;  see  Chapter  8. 


Children  of  James  and  Mary  Edgar: 

Estella,  b.  4,  17,  1864;  d.  unmarried. 

So  far  as  I  can  ascertain  James  never  succeeded  in  accumu¬ 
lating  much  except  a  large  family. 

It  was  I  believe,  his  lack  of  financial  success  that  led  his 
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family  to  emigrate  to  Virginia  in  1843.  The  journey  was  made 
by  sloop.  On  the  way  down  the  harbor,  one  of  the  little  boys, 
Elias,  aged  ten,  fell  overboard.  No  one  missed  him  until  the 
boat  was  some  way  out  and  it  went  on.  Those  of  the  family 
left  behind,  attended  to  his  burial  when  his  body  was  recovered. 
Rhoda  Humphrey  Ferguson  had  no  easy  life,  no  wonder  she 
died  so  young.  The  Virginia  experiment  did  not  last  many 
years. 

Susan,  my  mother,  the  eldest  of  James’  children,  at  the  age 
of  twelve  left  her  Esopus  home  and  went  to  Pleasantville  where 
she  lived  with  her  Uncle  John  and  taught  school.  Either  be¬ 
fore  or  after  this  she  attended  the  Nine  Partners  School,  a 
Quaker  boarding  school  at  Millbrook,  N.  Y. 

The  following  letter  was  written  to  her  by  her  father  while 
she  was  living  in  Westchester  County: 

(Addressed) 

Susanna  Ferguson,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. 
in  Care  of  Robt.  A.  Ferguson,  North  Casde 

postoffice 

first  Day  morning  8th  mo  28th  1842 
my  much  esteemed  daughter  I  take  my  pen  in  hand  this  morning 
(being  the  first  time  I  have  had  an  oppertunity  since  I  receid  thy 
letter  in  connection  with  thy  aunt  Phebyann’s  I  was  glad  to  receive 
a  letter  from  the  being  the  2nd  and  from  her  being  the  first  that  I 
ever  receid  from  her)  to  answer  them  in  connection  I  was  glad  to 
hear  from  you  both  that  you  were  both  well  and  it  is  the  prair  of  a 
father  to  one  and  a  brother  to  the  other  that  you  may  both  do  well 
by  doing  write  I  want  the  my  childe  to  be  a  good  girl  for  to  see 
my  little  children  do  well  is  all  that  I  want  to  live  in  this  world  for 
I  have  no  other  desire  to  live  but  to  live  in  obediance  to  god  and 
have  my  children  do  the  same  for  they  ocupy  every  hour  of  my  life 
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in  aspiring  after  their  welfare  in  this  life  and  in  a  life  that  is  eternal 
in  heaven,  the  must  write  to  thy  poor  deluded  mother  for  I  sup¬ 
pose  she  has  a  cind  of  an  affection  for  the  no  doubt  so  the  must  love 
her  for  what  she  knowes  to  love  and  thy  reward  will  follow  wich 
will  be  peace  of  mind  so  write  to  her  and  thy  brothers  and  the  will 
oblige  thy  father — thy  best  earthly  friend  the  will  find  inclosed  in 
this  letter  a  little  money  the  must  council  thy  oncle  John  and  aunt 
Elizabeth  in  laying  it  out  to  the  best  advantage  and  if  the  does  not 
want  it  all  at  present  the  must  pay  oncle  robert  the  ballence  toward 
paying  him  that  that  he  let  the  have  to  get  us  clothes  with.  I  will 
come  and  se  the  as  soon  as  I  can  or  as  early  in  the  fall  as  I  can  I 
want  the  to  write  as  soon  as  the  receives  this  for  I  want  to  hear  on 
account  of  the  money  I  want  the  to  reserve  all  thy  letters  in  thy 
trunk  that  the  receives  from  me  I  am  in  good  health  remember  me 
to  thy  oncles  and  aunt.  I  will  send  thy  letter  and  direct  it  in  charge 
of  oncle  Robert  and  the  must  pay  him  the  postege  on  it  out  of  the 
money  I  sent  the  I  will  draw  to  a  close  and  bid  the  farewell  and 
the  only  way  to  fare  well  is  to  do  well  and  write  me  as  soon  as  the 
receives  this  and  oblige  thy  father  and  friend 

from  James  Ferguson 

to  his  Daughter  Susanna  Ferguson 

I  do  not  know  that  the  can  read  it  if  not  get  oncle  Robert  to  help  the 
I  write  so  little  that  I  can  hardly  write  and  spell  so  poor  that  I  can 
hardly  read  it  myself. 

•  • 

The  reference  to  “thy  poor  deluded  mother”  is  probably 
based  on  the  fact  that  his  wife  had  refused  to  remove  to  Vir¬ 
ginia  with  him,  and  it  was  not  until  the  following  year  that 
her  resistance  was  overcome. 

It  was  while  my  mother  was  teaching  school  in  the  little 
school  house  in  Smith  Clove,  near  where  the  C.C.C.  Camp  now 
is,  that  she  met  David  Cornell  whom  she  married.  The  present 
school  house  is  across  the  highway  from  the  old  one.  There  is 
in  the  family  a  painting  by  J.  M.  Culverhouse,  which  shows  the 
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old  school  house  with  Susan  in  the  doorway  and  David  nearby. 
See  Chapter  3  for  a  more  complete  account  of  their  lives. 

George, — James*  eldest  son,  early  established  himself  at  New 
Rochelle,  N.  Y.  He  built  up  a  very  large  business  as  a  mer¬ 
chant.  Though  his  establishment  was  more  than  once  de¬ 
stroyed  by  fire,  it  was  rebuilt  and  the  business  continued  suc¬ 
cessfully  years  after  his  death.  The  large  stone  building  on 
Main  Street,  New  Rochelle,  which  he  built  to  house  his  busi¬ 
ness  is  being  torn  down  this  year  (1937).  He  became  one  of 
the  best  known  and  most  highly  respected  citizens  of  the  town; 
a  man  of  culture,  dignity  and  quiet  force  of  character.  There  is 
perhaps  no  one  of  the  Fergusons  more  worthy  of  admiration 
than  he.  See  Chapter  4. 

Joseph,  the  second  son,  went  to  the  Civil  War  where  he 
distinguished  himself,  as  an  officer  in  the  regular  army.  See 
Chapter  5. 

Kate  for  a  time  attended  school  in  Battle  Creek,  Michigan. 
After  her  marriage  to  Rodney  Cole,  they  took  up  their  resi¬ 
dence  at  Central  Valley,  where  they  lived  for  the  rest  of  their 
lives.  Their  residence  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Central  Valley 
National  Bank.  When  the  bank  was  built  the  residence  was 
moved  and  is  still  standing.  See  Chapter  6. 

Henry,  whose  full  name  is  James  Henry,  is  still  living  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six.  He  was  for  a  time  a  carpenter  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Valley,  where  his  eldest  daughter  Ella  was  born.  He 
shortly  removed  to  Sanford,  Florida,  where  for  many  years  he 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  R.  He  retired 
on  a  pension  and  is  now  living  with  his  daughter  Cecilia,  at 
Carrabelle,  Fla.  He  is,  I  believe,  the  only  grandchild  of  Su¬ 
sanna  Cornell  Ferguson  now  living.  See  Chapter  7. 
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AND  HER  DESCENDANTS 


.  Elizabeth  married  C.  Herbert  Ford.  He  was  in  the  employ 
of  the  Erie  Railroad.  They  lived  at  Turners,  N.  Y.,  now  called 
Harriman,  where  most  of  their  children  were  born.  They 
subsequently  removed  to  Central  Valley.  She  died  at  the  home  . 
of  her  daughter  Kathryn  at  Suffern,  N.  Y.  See  Chapter  8. 
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‘  Chapter  Three 

SUSAN  A.  FERGUSON  CORNELL,  (Daughter  of 
James)  AND  HER  DESCENDANTS  . 

Susan  A.  Ferguson,  born  8,  23,  1830;  married  9,  23,  1856 
David  Cornell,  b.  1,  24,  1830.  He  died  3,  8,  1906;  she  died 
9,  24,  1920. 

They  had  issue: 

Edward,  b.  6,  *i,  1857;  d.  9,  15,  1858. 

George,  b.  7,  11,  1858. 

Ida,  h.  11,  1 6,  1859, 

Edward,  b.  6,  5,  1866. 

Unnamed,  b.  6,  5,  1866;  stillborn. 

David  Cornell  was  the  son  of  Harrison  (No.  3278)  in  the 
Genealogy  of  the  Cornell  family,  which,  however,  omits  David 
and  certain  other  of  Harrison’s  children.  The  correct  list  of 
Harrison’s  children  is: 

Samuel,  m.  Mary  Hunt 
John, 

Hannah,  m.  Daniel  Fritts. 

Elizabeth,  unmarried. 

David,  m.  Susan  A.  Ferguson. 

James,  m.  Mary  Hunter. 

Charlotte,  m.  William  Ostrander. 

Mary,  m.  Nathaniel  Brown. 

Sarah,  m.  William  J.  Cornell. 
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The  Cornell  family  home  was  at  Highland  Mills,  N.  Y., 
established  by  Harrison’s  father  Samuel,  who  removed  thence 
from  Westchester  County  some  time  prior  to  1800.  On  that 
date  he  is  shown  as  Clerk  of  the  Smith’s  Clove  Preparative 
Meeting  of  Friends,  (one  of  the  subordinate  meetings  of  Corn¬ 
wall  Monthly  Meeting).  His  handwriting  in  the  minute  book 
is  excellent  but  his  spelling,  judged  by  present  day  standards, 
might  have  been  better. 

Not  many  years  after  their  marriage,  my  father,  David  Cor¬ 
nell,  became  the  teacher  of  the  public  school  at  Turners.  At 
the  same  time,  my  mother  taught  the  small  public  school  at 
“Bakertown,”  a  locality  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cromwell 
Lake.  They  lived  in  a  small  tenant  house  on  the  Dunderberg 
Road,  a  back  road  leading  from  Smith  Clove,  now  Central 
Valley,  to  Monroe.  My  mother  besides  doing  the  house  work 
and  teaching  school,  took  care  of  the  two  children,  (George 
and  Ida),  who  daily  accompanied  her  to  school,  walking  the 
mile  to  the  school-house  with  her.  In  addition  they  had  as 
boarders,  one  or  two  young  women,  who  were  desirous  of 
securing  from  my  mother  more  of  an  education  than  could  be 
secured  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  I  assume 
that  these  young  women  must  have  rendered  some  assistance 
in  the  house  work.  I  remember  my  mother’s  telling  me  that 
during  this  period,  (the  period  of  the  Civil  War)  she  and  my 
father  saved  five  hundred  dollars  each  year  toward  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  a  home. 

In  1865,  mY  parents  established  their  home  at  Smith’s  Clove, 
having  purchased  the  property  which,  (according  to  a  marker 
put  up  on  the  site),  during  the  American  Revolution  was 
known  as  Earl’s  in  the  Clove,  where  a  wing  of  the  American 
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Army  was  camped  in  1779  and  during  the  inactive  years  after 
Yorktown. 

I  believe  that  the  marker  above  mentioned  is  in  error  and 
that  “Earl’s  in  the  Clove”  was  at  the  “Dickerman”  place  about 
a  mile  further  south. 

The  place  so  acquired  had  been  the  scene  of  the  first  town 
meeting  of  the  Town  of  Monroe  in  1800; — at  which,  among 
other  things,  a  bounty  on  wolves  was  declared.  There  had 
been  (probably  in  the  later  eighteenth  or  early  nineteenth  cen¬ 
tury)  a  race  course  on  the  place.  For  many  years  prior  to  its 
purchase  by  my  father  the  house  had  been  a  tavern. 

I  was  born  in  this  home  about  a  year  after  they  moved 
there. 

In  1868  the  Erie  “Short  Cut”  was  built  and  a  postoffice  was 
established,  and  named  Central  Valley.  David  Cornell  adopted 
the  policy  of  selling  off  (or  giving  away)  building  lots,  and  his 
thirty  acre  farm  soon  diminished  in  size.  He  conducted  from 
1865  or  1866  till  about  1890  a  private  co-educational  school  in 
his  house,  boarding  most  of  the  pupils.  The  number  of  pupils 
was  about  twenty-five.  In  1876  he  built  a  school  house  called 
“Institute  Hall”  which  was  also  used  as  a  dance  hall  and  for 
plays  and  other  entertainments.  The  hall  was  never  locked 
and  was  made  available  in  the  evenings  to  the  village  young 
folks  without  cost  for  heat  or  light.  It  was  frequently  used 
especially  in  summer  evenings  for  informal  dances  and  as  a 
social  gathering  place.  David  Cornell’s  house  was  from  the 
beginning  the  social  center  of  the  little  village.  There  was 
formed  even  before  the  hall  was  built,  the  “Central  Valley  Lit¬ 
erary  and  Dramatic  Association,”  which  met  at  David  Cornell’s 
house  and  which  accumulated  a  library  of  five  or  six  hundred 
volumes  which  were  kept  there. 

[26] 


■ 


'i^WL-WiA. 


-a-Uu-i^OUk 


JAi-Mnut. 


SUSAN  A.  CORNELL 


I..!  ,-^f  -L^—l 


AND  HER  DESCENDANTS 

Before  the  building  of  the  Institute  Hall  my  father  pro¬ 
vided  a  place  for  our  theatrical  entertainments  by  converting  a 
small  shanty  which  stood  on  our  property  into  a  theater.  The 
interior,  in  which  the  rough  siding  showed,  was  covered  with 
red  cloth,  a  stage  was  built,  a  tier  of  raised  seats  was  made  of 
boards.  Mr.  Culverhouse,  a  Dutch  artist,  who  lived  with  us, 
painted  scenery,  and  a  great  sign  “Opera  House”  was  put 
across  the  front  of  the  little  building.  The  first  play  presented 
was  Robertson’s  “Caste.” 

My  father  was  also  a  surveyor.  His  surveys  were  carefully 
done,  though  not  with  the  minute  accuracy  of  the  present  day. 
His  methods  were  suited  to  the  surveying  of  mountain  tracts. 
He  made  many  such  surveys.  I  assisted  him  in  a  few,  though 
I  was  at  an  age  not  suited  to  the  rough  mountain  work. 

Almost  from  the  beginning  my  father’s  school  attracted 
boys  from  Latin  America  and  about  1879,  Mr.  Tomas  Estrada 
Palma  became  associated  with  my  father  in  the  conduct  of  the 
school,  the  two  families  living  as  one. 

No  one  could  have  imagined  that  Tomas  Estrada  Palma 
would  subsequently  be  recognized  as  a  great  man  and  become 
President  of  Cuba.  When  he  and  his  family  came  to  our  house 
to  live  they  had  one  child,  and  two  of  their  children  were  born 
at  our  house.  At  first  Mrs.  Estrada  Palma  could  talk  no  Eng¬ 
lish.  Her  little  son  learned  the  language  much  sooner  than 
she  and  before  he  was  five  years  old  he  realized  her  inability  to 
understand  English  and  would  translate  it  into  Spanish  for  her 
benefit. 

The  coming  of  the  Cuban  and  other  Latin  American  boys 
to  my  father’s  school  originated  through  a  Cuban  gentleman, 
Mario  Pomares,  who  resided  in  New  York  City  and  who  came 
one  year  with  his  family  as  a  summer  boarder  to  my  father’s 
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house.  He  subsequently  sent  the  son  of  a  friend  of  his  from 
Havana  to  my  father’s  school.  This  boy  Jose  Frias,  remained 
for  a  number  of  years,  and  gradually  other  Cuban  and  Latin 
American  boys  began  coming.  Jose  Frias,  who  was  very  'good 
humored,  was  the  butt  of  many  jokes  among  the  boys.  One 
which  made  considerable  stir  was  a  plan  concocted  by  two  of 
the  boys,  who  were  thinking  of  studying  medicine.  They  pre¬ 
tended  to  rob  a  graveyard  of  a  skeleton.  On  one  dark  night 
they  took  Frias  along  to  act  as  a  guard  and  then  promptly  and 
secretly  went  home  to  bed.  However,  his  own  fears  led  him  to 
follow  them  quite  shortly  and  he  did  not,  as  they  had  hoped, 
spend  the  night  in  the  lonesome  cemetery  lane  as  a  vigilant 
guard.  I  also  remember  the  time  when  a  pet  peacock,  which 
he  was  cherishing,  died.  Some  of  the  boys  discovering  its 
body,  placed  it  in  Jose’s  bed.  Jose  Frias  subsequently  became  a 
victim  of  infantile  paralysis,  and  was  never  able  to  walk  again. 
When  he  returned  to  Cuba  disabled,  my  brother  George  ac¬ 
companied  him.  This  was  the  first  case  of  infantile  paralysis 
of  which  I  have  any  knowledge. 

I  believe  it  was  also  through  Mr.  Pomares  that  Tomas  Es¬ 
trada  Palma  came  to  Central  Valley  after  his  release  from  a 
Spanish  dungeon  where  he  had  spent  seven  years.  This  im¬ 
prisonment  was  at  the  close  of  an  insurrection  in  Cuba  which 
he  had  led  and  during  which  he  was  captured.  His  mother 
was  murdered  before  his  eyes.  He  subsequently  went  to  Hon¬ 
duras,  where  he  married  the  daughter  of  the  President.  It  was 
upon  his  return  from  there  that  he  became  associated  with  my 
father  in  the  conduct  of  the  school.  I  remember  that  he  was 
so  nervous  that  his  limbs  constantly  trembled,  so  much  so  that 
the  motions  would  jiggle  the  light  articles  on  the  dining  room 
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tabic  when  he  was  eating;  and  often  during  his  sleep  he  would 
jump  up  calling  out,  “Mi  madre,  Mi  madre  ” 

An  occasional  visitor  to  Tomas  Estrada  Palma  was  a  man  of 
most  striking  appearance,  with  a  bullet  hole  showing  in  the 
middle  of  his  forehead,  General  Calixto  Garcia.  He  too,  had 
been  an  insurrectionist  in  Cuba  and  when  he  was  captured  he 
had  shot  himself,  placing  the  weapon  beneath  his  chin.  The 
bullet  must  have  been  deflected  by  his  skull  for  it  came  out 
between  the  eyes  and  he  recovered.  In  the  subsequent  rebellion 
in  Cuba  and  after  the  leader,  Jose  Marti — who  also  lived  for  a 
time  in  Central  Valley — was  killed,  General  Garcia  became  the 
field  leader  of  the  revolt  and  it  was  to  him  that  President  Mc¬ 
Kinley,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish  War,  sent  the  “Message 
to  Garcia,”  which  Elbert  Hubbard  made  famous  by  his  essay, 
lauding  the  man,  who  without  questioning,  undertook  to  carry 
the  message,  not  knowing  where  Garcia  was  or  how  he  could 
be  reached. 

In  1890  or  thereabouts,  Tomas  Estrada  Palma  purchased  a 
large  boarding  house  to  which  the  school  was  removed,  becom¬ 
ing  almost  altogether  a  school  for  Latin  American  boys.  Es¬ 
trada  Palma  assumed  control  of  the  school  but  my  father 
continued  his  association  with  it  and  he  and  my  mother  lived 
at  the  school. 

Tomas  Estrada  Palma  lived  in  extreme  simplicity  while  in 
Central  Valley.  I  remember  especially  a  “derby”  hat  he  wore 
for  many  years,  which  became  so  old  that  it  looked  to  me  much 
like  a  brick-layer’s  hat.  During  the  revolt  from  Spain,  the 
Cubans  in  New  York  prevailed  upon  him  to  go  to  New  York 
and  he  (with  the  aid  of  the  wealthy  Cubans  living  in  New 
York)  financed  and  directed  from  there  the  Cuban  revolt 
against  Spain.  His  family  meanwhile  remained  at  Central 
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Valley,  living  in  the  utmost  economy.  At  the  end  of  the  Span¬ 
ish  war  he  was  elected  the  first  President  of  Cuba.  His  family 
had  to  be  outfitted  with  clothing  suitable  for  the  inauguration. 
However,  when  the  family  took  up  residence  in  the  palace 
in  Havana,  they  did  not  seem  overawed  or  at  all  unsuited 
to  their  surroundings.  My  parents  accompanied  them  to  Cuba 
where  they  witnessed  the  inauguration.  My  wife  and  I  visited 
the  Estrada  Palma’s  a  few  months  after  the  inauguration  and 
had  a  gay  time  attending  large  dinners,  balls,  etc.  Mrs.  Palma 
was  as  self-possessed  and  gracious  in  this  fine  company  as 
though  she  had  never  known  poverty  and  obscurity.  She  had 
a  queenly  manner  with  great  simplicity. 

My  father’s  school  was  conducted  in  a  free  and  easy  man¬ 
ner.  The  pupils  roamed  about  at  will,  much  of  the  studying 
was  done  outdoors  under  the  apple  trees  in  the  adjacent  or¬ 
chard.  The  freedom  of  conduct  seemed  to  have  no  injurious 
effect  on  the  acquisition  of  learning.  I  believe  that  none  of 
the  numerous  pupils  who  went  on  to  college  failed  to  qualify 
on  entrance  or  failed  in  any  way  in  carrying  on  their  college 
work.  Looking  back  at  it,  my  main  criticism  would  be  that 
there  was  an  over  emphasis  on  mathematics  and  science  com¬ 
pared  with  literary  and  cultural  studies,  though  my  mother’s 
influence  was  considerable  in  the  latter  direction.  She  was 
interested  in  sculpture,  painting  and  Greek  mythology  and  art. 
I  remember  how  her  bedroom  was  adorned  with  plaster  casts 
of  the  feet  and  hands  of  infants  and  similar  objects  which  ap¬ 
pealed  to  her  sense  of  beauty.  In  the  evenings  there  was  a  good 
deal  of  reading  aloud  of  Dickens,  Victor  Hugo  and  other 
books,  mainly  novels  of  the  better  sort.  Her  children  and  the 
pupils  of  the  school  would  gather  round  her  till  sleep  overcame 
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them.  It  was  her  influence  that  fostered  and  maintained  the 
“Literary  and  Dramatic  Society/’  She  designed  historically 
correct  costumes  and  scenery  for  the  plays  which  were  fre¬ 
quently  presented,  certainly  to  the  edification  of  the  partici¬ 
pants,  possibly  of  the  spectators  as  well.  In  her  old  *age,  her 
literary  adventures  included  reading  the  Bible  through  twice  in 
Spanish.  I  think  the  Bible  was  chosen  for  this  purpose  not 
from  religious  motives,  but  because  of  the  accessibility  of  an 
English  version  to  check  her  own  readings. 

At  the  age  of  fifty  she  took  up  painting.  She  had  no  origi¬ 
nality  of  design  but  attained  some  skill  as  a  copyist,  copying 
many  pictures  by  J.  M.  Culverhouse,  the  Dutch  artist,  above 
mentioned. 

My  mother  was  also  addicted  to  versification.  She  wrote 
frequent  verses.  They  were  somewhat  lacking  in  poetic  in¬ 
spiration  and  were  mainly  narrative  rhymes. 

The  following  sample  of  my  mother’s  verses  is  taken  from 
two  columns  of  verse  written  when  she  was  teaching  in  the 
Bakertown  School  and  printed  in  the  Goshen  Democrat  in 
1862. 

One  instance  now  I  do  recall, 

(This  one  will  serve  as  well  as  all) 

To  show  the  evils  that  arise 
From  telling  children  little  lies. 

A  mother  once,  as  Fve  heard  say, 

To  make  her  wayward  child  obey,  * 

Would  tell  him  if  he  did  not  do 
In  all  things  as  she  wished  him  to, 

That  there  would  come  some  naughty  bears 
And  drag  him  to  their  bloody  lairs. 

The  trusting  child  believed  it  true, 

And  duty’s  path  tried  to  pursue; 
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But  mischief  led  him  oft  astray, 

As  oft  came  threats,  yet  strange  to  say, 

The  frightful  bears  he  never  saw, 

Not  e’en  so  much  as  one  dread  paw. 

At  last  he  e’en  began  to  doubt, 

If  there  were  any  bears  about; 

So  when  he  was  a  little  older, 

And  too,  in  courage  had  grown  bolder, 

He  thought  he’d  solve  the  matter  quite 
And  on  the  subject  throw  some  light; 

So  doing  something  that  he  knew 
His  mother  would  not  wish  him  to, 

He,  putting  on  a  hero’s  airs, 

Cried,  “Mother,  now  bring  on  your  bearsl 
From  that  time  forth  she  found,  no  doubt, 
Her  game  of  bears  was  all  played  out. 

But  what  a  lesson  she  had  taught 
That  youthful  mind,  whose  nature  sought 
A  higher  training  at  her  hand. 

His  faith  was  gone;  she  loosed  the  band, 
Which  never  could  be  bound  again, 

With  faith  in  her,  fled  faith  in  men. 

He  reasons  thus,  as  it  seems  meet, 

“If  others  practice  thus  deceit, 

Why  may  not  I?  I’ll  be  as  keen 
As  any  other  blade,  I  wc’en.”  • 

He  may  not  form  in  words  this  thought, 
But  yet  the  spirit  will  be  caught, 

A  disregard  of  truth  ingrafted. 

A  breath  from  deadly  Upas  wafted, 

Ne’er  brought  a  poison  more  destroying 
Than  this, — a  mind  from  truth  decoying. 
Poisons  to  the  soul  are  worse,  by  far, 

Than  poisons  to  the  body  are. 

Be  pure  in  heart  and  love  the  truth; 

Instill  this  maxim  into  youth; 

C32] 


AND  HER  DESCENDANTS 

Make  precept  and  example  one, 

Then  when  your  work  is  nearly  done, 

And  you  are  verging  life’s  decline, 

.  There  will  a  halo  round  you  shine,  ,! 

Of  virtue  and  of  honor  too, 

Which  now  illumines  but  the  few. 

My  brother,  George,  attended  Cornell  University,  Class  of 
1881,  but  left  in  his  junior  year  because  of  illness.  He  became 
a  telegrapher  and  station  agent,  and  was  employed  by  the  Eric 
and  Ontario  and  Western  Roads.  Afterward  he  returned  to 
Central  Valley.  In  1911  he  founded  the  Central  Valley  Na¬ 
tional  Bank,  becoming  its  cashier,  and  later  became  President. 
He  is  now  Chairman  of  the  Board.  Under  his  administration 
the  fine  Bank  Building  that  stands  on  the  site  of  the  Cole 
homestead  was  erected. 

My  sister  Ida,  graduated  from  Cornell  University  in  1884. 
In  1886  upon  her  marriage  to  William  O.  Kerr,  she  took  up 
her  residence  in  Ithaca  where  they  remained  until  his  death  in 
1930. 

Upon  her  husband’s  death,  Ida  removed  to  Central  Valley, 
where  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven,  she  now  resides.  Her 
energy,  enthusiasm  and  evenness  of  temper  are  sufficiently  re¬ 
markable  to  evoke  the  admiration  of  all  who  know  her. 

It  was  my  appearance  on  the  scene  in  1866  which  was  the 
occasion  of  the  entry  into  our  family  of  a  remarkable  personal¬ 
ity, — (one  who,  in  no  way  a  relative,  came  to  be  treated  as,  and 

% 

considered  in  all  ways  a  daughter  and  sister).  Anna  E.  Thomp¬ 
son  was  remarkable  for  her  charm  of  manner,  her  versatility, 
her  industry  and  common  sense.  Without  much  schooling  she 
achieved  a  high  degree  of  literary  culture  and  she  made  for 
herself  an  enviable  position  in  the  community.  One  of  three 
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orphaned  children  whom  her  widowed  mother  was  scarcely 

able  to  support,  she  came  at  the  age  of  twelve  to  help  care  for 

me  an  infant.  She  was  also  to  assist  in  the  work  of  the  house 

and  she  was  to  receive  her  schooling.  The  three  children  of 

the  family  subsequently  made  homes  of  their  own.  She  re- 

« 

mained  in  the  home  and  for  over  fifty  years*  was  a  devoted 
daughter  to  my  mother.  She  finally  bought  the  homestead 
and  operated  it  as  a  boarding  house  with  great  success.  With 
advancing  years,  she  sold  this  and  with  my  mother  lived  in  the 
cottage  now  occupied  by  my  son,  George.  After  my  mother’s 
death,  she  remained  there  beloved  by  the  whole  community 
until  her  death  in  1933,  She  bequeathed  to  me  her  library  of 
well  chosen  books. 

My  own  boyhood  was  in  no  way  remarkable.  I  believe  that 
I  was  as  studious  as  the  average  and  I  was  greatly  addicted  to 
reading.  I  read  nearly  all  the  books  in  the  library  of  the  Lit¬ 
erary  and  Dramatic  Association,  including  the  ten  volumes  of 
Chambers  Encyclopedia  (with  the  exception  of  those  articles 
which  were  too  abstruse  for  my  comprehension),  and  also  read 
an  excellent  quarto  set  of  Dickens.  I  remember  that  I  made  it 
a  practice  to  read  most  of  die  latter  through  annually. 

To  my  intense  delight  I  discovered  Lorna  Doone,  which  by 
some  oversight  the  family  had  not  read.  I  was  eager  to  read 
more  of  Blackmore  and  was  heartily  disappointed  when  I  did 
so.  I  did  not  overlook  the  childish  books.  Oliver  Optic,  Swiss 
Family  Robinson  and  Gulliver  s  Travels  were  my  chief  delight. 
The  satire  of  the  latter  passed  over  my  head  unnoticed. 

My  reading  resulted  in  near-sightedness.  Fortunately,  I 
was  also  devoted  to  skating,  sledding  and  baseball.  Neither 
swimming  nor  fishing  aroused  my  interest.  I  never  learned  to 
play  marbles  nor  to  fly  kites.  Hunting,  fishing,  and  other 
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woods  sports  so  handy  in  the  nearby  mountains,  were  not 
enough  of  a  lure  to  drag  me  from  my  books.  I  now  regret  this 
and  regret  too  that  the  Victorian  portrayal  of  life  gave  me  many 
false  notions  from  which  I  believe  the  literature  of  a  later 
period  would  have  preserved  me.  I  have  come  to  love  Kipling, 
Mark  Twain,  and  DeMorgan,  perhaps  more  than  Dickens, 
though  I  think  it  doubtful  if  Dickens’  humor  will  be  equalled. 
His  pictures  of  early  Victorian  English  life  should  be  im¬ 
perishable. 

•Work  on  the  farm  was  intensely  disagreeable  to  me.  My 
father  was  not  a  hard  taskmaster.  I  thought  him  inconsiderate, 
though  I  was  very  reserved  and  lacked  the  necessary  spirit  to 
rebel  or  even  to  complain  against  irksome  duties.  All  farm 
duties  were  irksome,  even  the  easy  one  of  driving  the  cows  to 
the  brook,  which  was  my  daily  task.  My  pet  aversion  was 
picking  stones,  of  which,  somehow,  there  was  always  a  plente¬ 
ous  crop. 

I  remember  that  I  disliked  even  such  mild  duties  as  gather¬ 
ing  the  eggs.  The  hens  ran  loose  and  a  search  had  to  be  made 
for  their  nests.  There  was  a  young  girl  who  liked  to  search  for 
the  eggs,  and,  notwithstanding  my  distaste  for  the  job,  I  re¬ 
sented  her  interference.  One  result  of  this  resentment  was, 
that  having  found  a  rotten  egg,  I  thought  it  would  be  good  fun 
.  to  scare  her  by  throwing  the  egg  against  a  pile  of  logs  on  which 
she  was  sitting.  My  aim  was  poor,  the  egg  struck  against  the 
top  of  the  pile  and  to  my  dismay,  its  contents  were  scattered 
all  over  her.  My  mother  attributed  the  escapade  to  a  playmate 
of  mine  with  whom  I  was  consequently  forbidden  to  play.  I 
am  glad  to  think  that  I  had  manliness  enough  to  protest  against 
this,  and  to  assert  his  innocence. 

I  took  the  earliest  opportunity  to  leave  the  farm.  Already  I 
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had  learned  something  of  telegraphy,  for  there  were  always 
amateur  telegraph  instruments  around  the  house,  (in  fact,  my 
brother  George,  who  had  a  flair  for  mechanics,  made  a  crude 
set  which  worked).  Before  I  was  sixteen  I  secured  a  position 
as  railroad  telegrapher  and  station  agent.  I  worked  at  railroad¬ 
ing  for  five  years,  becoming  an  expert  telegrapher.  I  left  in  a 
pet  because  pay  rightfully  due  me  was  withheld,  and  though  it 
was  eventually  paid,  I  had  by  that  time  determined  to  study 
law  and  entered  Cornell  Law  School.  At  that  time  a  college 
degree  was  not  required  for  entrance.  I  was  unaware  when  I 
entered  that,  as  a  preliminary  to  admission  to  the  Bar,  a  law 
student’s  certificate  was  required  of  all  who  were  not  college 
graduates.  This  could  be  obtained  only  by  passing  the  Re¬ 
gents  examinations  in  about  a  dozen  subjects.  I  was  dismayed 
at  this,  as  my  studies  had  ceased  five  years  before.  It  was  essen¬ 
tial  that  I  should  enter  upon  professional  work  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  because  my  accumulated  funds  were  small 
and  I  could  reasonably  expect  only  meager  help  from  my 
father.  I  therefore  determined  to  take  the  Regents  examina¬ 
tions  in  all  the  required  subjects  at  the  earliest  opportunity, 
which  came  in  the  middle  of  my  first  year  at  the  Law  School. 

I  could  not  give  any  study  whatever  to  any  of  the  subjects.  I 
was  therefore  not  surprised  when  I  failed  in  two  of  them — 
Rhetoric,  which  I  had  never  studied,  and  Grammar,  where  I . 
failed  because  I  was  unfamiliar  with  the  system  called  dia¬ 
graming,  then  in  vogue.  The  only  subject  in  which  I  shone 
was  Spelling,  where  my  mark  was  ioo,  the  only  such  mark  I 
ever  received  in  any  examination.  I  had  greatly  feared  English 
History,  but  I  passed,  due  to  the  fact  that  my  memory  retained 
from  school  days  some  lines  of  doggerel  verse  written,  I  believe, 
by  an  English  schoolmarm,  which  gave  the  dates  and  a  few 
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items  of  importance  in  the  reigns  of  the  English  Kings.  I  give 
this  below  for  the  aid  of  the  family  youngsters: 

SOVEREIGNS  OF  ENGLAND 

The  fierce  Norman  William,  in  ten  sixty-six, 

Himself  on  the  throne  of  the  Saxons  doth  fix; 

And  by  him  to  his  son,  William  Rufus,  was  given 
His  English  possessions  in  ten  eighty-seven. 

At  the  first  Henry’s  learning  the  people  all  wondered. 

So  called  him  “Beau-Clerc"  in  one  thousand  one  hundred. 

Next  Matilda  and  Stephen  for  mastery  strive; 

He  ascended  the  throne  in  eleven  three  five. 

Then  Henry  the  Second,  eleven  five  four, 

Was  the  first  who  the  name  of  Plantaganet  bore. 

V.  t 

•  The  first  Richard  followed,  eleven  eight  nine. 

Who  in  Palestine  fights  for  Jerusalem’s  Shrine. 

John,  unworthy  successor,  in  eleven  nine  nine. 

By  his  barons,  was  forced  Magna-Charta  to  sign. 

In  the  third  Henry’s  reign,  twelve  hundred  sixteen. 

The  first  House  of  Commons  doth  Montfort  convene. 

t 

Edward  First,  the  famed  warrior,  in  twelve  seven  two. 

Adds  Wales  to  his  realm,  and  has  Scotland  in  view.  ' 

But  by  Edward  the  Second  some  respite  is  given 
In  his  feeble  reign  in  thirteen  hundred  seven. 

During  third  Edward’s  reign,  in  thirteen  twenty-seven. 

Beams  the  day-star  of  Wyclif;  the  light  is  from  Heaven. 

Second  Richard’s  deposed,  and  to  prison  is  driven. 

He  ascended  the  throne  in  thirteen  seven  seven. 
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Henry  Fourth,  the  first  of  the  Lancaster  line, 

The  sceptre  assumes  in  thirteen  ninety-nine. 

c 

Henry  Fifth  wears  the  crown,  fourteen  hundred  thirteen; 
Reforms,  conquers  France,  and  from  thence  gains  his  queen. 

In  his  cradle,  we  find  Henry  Sixth;  yet,  as  due,  .  * 

They  gave  him  the  crown  in  fourteen  twenty-two. 

The  famed  house  of  Lancaster’s  course  is  now  run, 

And  of  York,  Edward  Fourth  ruled,  in  fourteen  sixty-one. 

But  the  White  Rose  now  fades,  for  in  fourteen  eight  three, 
Edward  Fifth  but  two  months  bears  the  title,  when  he,  ,  . 

In  his  innocent  boyhood,  was  slain  in  the  Tower, 

And  the  third  Richard  ruled,  not  by  right,  but  by  power. 

The  Battle  of  Bosworth  he  does  not  survive. 

Henry  Seventh  succeeded,  in  fourteen  eighty-five. 

Around  him,  the  first  Tudor,  both  roses  entwine, 

And  the  eighth  Henry  blossomed,  in  fifteen  hundred  and  nine. 

*» 

Pious  Edward  the  Sixth,  in  fifteen  forty-seven, 

Commences  his  reign,  but  soon  fitted  for  Heaven; 

Left  his  Kingdom  and  crown,  though  unworthy  was  she, 

To  Mary,  the  bigot,  in  fifteen  fifty-three. 

Elizabeth  next  took  the  helm  of  the  state, 

And  discreedy  she  ruled  from  fifteen  fifty-eight. 

The  Armada  of  Spain  owned  her  power  on  the  sea, 

But  Death  proved  a  conqueror  stronger  than  she. 

And  James,  the  first  Stuart,  ruled  in  sixteen  hundred  and  three. 
A  disgrace  to  himself  and  old  England  was  he. 

The  first  Charles,  succeeding,  sixteen  twenty-five, 

Did  long,  but  in  vain,  for  prerogative  strive; 
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But  Parliament  triumphed  and,  hapless  his  fate, 

Deposed  him  from  power  in  sixteen  four  eight. 

Charles  First  on  the  scaffold,  sixteen  forty-nine, 

Was  compelled  by  the  “Round  Heads”  his  life  to  resign. 

In  four  years  thereafter,  a  Commonwealth  see, 

With  Cromwell,  “Protector,”  in  sixteen  five  three. 

General  Monk  had  his  plans,  and  everything  fixed  he 
Recalled  second  Charles  in  sixteen  hundred  and  sixty. 

James  the  Second,  succeeding  in  sixteen  eight  five,  ' 

The  power  of  the  Pope  struggles  hard  to  survive; 

But  the  people,  offended,  in  sixteen  eight  eight. 

Obliged  him  the  seat  on  the  throne  to  vacate. 

William  of  Orange  then  stepped  into  line. 

With  his  queen,  Mary  Stuart,  in  sixteen  eight  nine.- 

Anne,  last  Reigning  Stuart,  next  comes  into  view. 

And  first  ruled  the  realm  seventeen  hundred  and  two. 

George,  the  first  Brunswick,  succeeded  this  queen, 

And  swayed  Britain’s  sceptre,  one  seven  fourteen. 

George  the  Second  succeeds,  one  seven  two  seven, 

And  by  him  the  “Pretender”  from  Scodand  was  driven. 


In  seventeen  sixty,  George  Third  takes  the  crown, 
And  for  battles  his  reign  is  still  held  in  renown. 


His  son,  George  the  Fourth,  in  eighteen  hundred  twenty, 
Found  a  nation  at  peace,  but  in  debt  millions  plenty. 


In  eighteen  hundred  thirty,  the  Fourth  William  reigned, 
And  the  long  sought  Reform  Bill  with  joy  was  attained. 
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Victoria,  succeeding  eighteen  thirty-seven, 

Commands  every  chain  of  the  slave  to  be  riven. 

Then  long  neath  the  reign  of  the  good  queen  Victoria, 

May  this  motto  prevail,  “Pax,  Ubertas ,  Gloria ." 

'  r  i 

The  Law  School  course  then  covered  two  years.  In  order  to 
obtain  as  much  of  a  college  education  as  possible,  I  carried  in 
addition  to  the  Law  work,  five  hours  a  week  of  University, 
work,  for  which,  I  received  the  LL.B.  degree  “Cum  Laudc.” 
A  year  of  post-graduate  work  gave  me  an  LL.M.  degree  and  I 
started  a  fourth  year,  as  Librarian  of  the  Law  School.  I  left, 
however,  before  that  year  was  concluded.  To  provide  the 
means  for  this  extended  study,  I  worked  through  two  of  the 
summer  vacations  as  a  telegrapher  and  the  third  summer  re¬ 
mained  in  Ithaca,  assisting  Professor  Charles  A.  Collin,  one  of 
the  Commissioners  of  Statutory  Revision  of  the  State  of  New 
York. 

In  April,  1891, 1  went  to  New  York  and  became  a  law  clerk 
in  the  office  of  Lowrey,  Stone  and  Auerbach.  Upon  Mr. 
Lowrey’s  death,  that  firm  consolidated  with  the  firm  of  Davies, 
Short  and  Townsend,  becoming  Davies,  Stone  and  Auerbach. 
In  1895  I  became  a  partner  in  the  firm.  The  firm  name  subse¬ 
quently  became  Davies,  Auerbach  and  Cornell,  and  it  still  re¬ 
mains  such. 

I  very  soon  found  that  I  was  unsuited  to  active  work  in 
court  and  have  remained  an  office  lawyer.  My  work  with  vari¬ 
ous  business  enterprises  led  to  directorships  in  a  number  of 
companies.  The  principal  ones  being  the  F.  W.  Woolworth 
Co.,  of  which  I  have  been  for  twenty-five  years  a  director,  and 
the  International  Business  Machines  Corporation. 

Somewhere  about  1890  I  became  interested  in  Quakerism. 
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Finding  that  the  disownment  of  my  father  did  not  apply  to 
me,  I  claimed  my  birthright  membership  and  have  been  a 
member  of  Cornwall  Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends  ever  since. 
I  have  been  somewhat  active  in  Friendly  affairs  and  acted  for  a 
time  as  Clerk  of  the  Westbury  Quarterly  Meeting  and  I  am 
now  Clerk  of  the  New  York  Yearly  Meeting. 

My  father’s  disownment  by  the  Society  of  Friends  occurred 
in  1868.  The  minutes  show  that  this  was  because  he  had 
dancing  school  in  his  house  and  had  failed  to  attend  meetings 
for  worship.  The  prejudice  of  the  Society  against  music  and 
dancing,  which  persisted  until  nearly  the  end  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  was  an  outgrowth  of  the  Puritanism  that  prevailed 
when  the  Society  was  established.  Its  effects  have  been  most 
unfortunate  not  only  by  the  alienation  of  many  members  for 
that  reason,  but  among  those  who  are  descended  from  many 
generations  of  Friends,  there  are  now  many  cases  of  inability  to 
appreciate  music  or  to  carry  a  tune.  The  strong  objection  to 
,  music  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  Joseph  Fry,  husband  of 
Elizabeth  Fry,  who  was  a  most  prominent  and  venerated 
Friend  in  England  of  her  time,  was  said  to  have  attended  the 
opera  in  London  in  disguise  with  a  cloak  over  his  Quaker  coat 
in  order  not  to  be  disciplined  by  the  Friends. 

I  think  also  my  father’s  religious  views  were  too  heretical 
for  the  rather  straitlaced  Friends  of  the  period.  My  father 
never  showed  any  resentment  at  his  disownment,  though  some¬ 
times  when  he  heard  of  drunkenness  or  other  misconduct  in 
Friends’  families,  he  would  say  that  he  thought  his  way  of 
providing  amusement  at  home  for  his  children  was  the  better 
way,  as  no  doubt  it  was. 

In  1895  I  met  Esther  Haviland  of  Brooklyn.  She  was  a 
Swarthmore  graduate  and  one  of  four  sisters  who  had  been 
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left  motherless  at  an  early  age.  I  was  especially  attracted  to 
her  by  her  part  in  the  Young  Friends’  Association  of  New 
York  and  Brooklyn,  an  organization  which  was  successfully 
conducted  for  some  time  for  the  discussion  of  Friendly  matters. 
It  was  unique  in  being  the  only  discussion  group  of  which  I 
have  any  knowledge,  where  the  discussions  were  invariably 
conducted  not  for  the  purpose  of  proving  oneself  right,  but  for 
the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  reach  the  true  conclusions. 
Esther  and  I  became  engaged  in  the  summer  of  1896  and  were 
married  12,  12,  1896,  in  the  home  of  her  Cousin,  Lydia  S.  H. 
Field,  on  Columbia  Heights  in  Brooklyn,  one  of  those  old 
houses  overlooking  the  bay,  known  as  Quaker  Row,  which 
were  built  in  the  early  nineteenth  century  by  a  group  of 
Quakers,  mainly  of  the  Seaman  and  Field  families. 

Esther  Haviland  born  4,  9,  1872  at  Newark,  N.  J.,  was  the 
daughter  of  David  S.  and  Sarah  (Carpenter)  Haviland.  Esther 
Haviland’s  grandmother,  Esther  (Seaman)  Haviland,  was  the 
daughter  of  David  Seaman  of  Jericho,  L.  I.,  a  friend  and  travel¬ 
ing  companion  of  Elias  Hicks  who  headed  one  party  in  the 
division  of  Friends  in  1828.  My  wife  gave  to  the  Friends’ 
Historical  Library  at  Swarthmore  College  a  collection  of  letters 
between  David  Seaman  and  Elias  Hicks.  There  is  in  her  pos¬ 
session  the  marriage  certificate  of  David  Seaman  and  Sarah 
Kirby,  dated  n,  4,  1791,  similar  in  form  to  the  certificate  of 
James  and  Rhoda  Ferguson  given  in  Chapter  1. 

I  have  continued  my  residence  at  Central  Valley.  Our 
home  there  was  built  in  1900  and  we  are  fortunate  in  that  our 
children  all  have  homes  in  the  same  locality.  Central  Valley 
has  been  at  one  time  or  another  the  home  of  many  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  mentioned  in  this  genealogical  sketch.  Though  they  arc 
widely  scattered  now,  I  like  to  feel  that  it  will  remain  a  home 
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place  in  the  affections  of  those  who  have  lived  there,  and  that 
those  who  in  time  will  look  back  to  me  as  progenitor,  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  live  there  for  many  years  to  come. 

George  Cornell  married,  1880,  Serena  J.  Oram,  born  1856; 
died  1936.  Serena  Oram  was  of  a  family  engaged  in  iron 
mining  at  or  near  Dover,  N.  J.,  and  also  at  the  Forest  of  Dean 
Mine  between  Central  Valley  and  Fort  Montgomery  which 
was  operated  prior  to  the  Revolution  and  continued  in  opera¬ 
tion  for  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  Their  home  is  in 
Central  Valley. 

Children  of  George  and  Serena  Cornell: 

David,  b.  5,  27,  1884;  d.  1898. 

Ida,  b.  7,  11,  1886. 

Anita,  b.  2,  5,  1888;  m.  Lawrence  Bishop,  7,  4,  1927. 

My  sister,  Ida,  married,  1886,  William  O.  Kerr.  William 
Kerr  came  from  Greenville,  Ohio,  and  entered  Cornell  in  the 
class  of  1877.  He  did  not  graduate  but  remained  in  Ithaca, 
where  for  many  years  he  was  a  most  efficient  City  Clerk. 
Shortly  before  his  retirement  he  received  a  testimonial  signed 
by  all  the  leading  citizens  of  Ithaca  evidencing  the  general 
recognition  of  this  work  as  a  city  official  and  of  his  character 
as  a  man. 

They  had  a  summer  camp  on  the  shore  of  Cayuga  Lake, 
which  I  frequently  visited  with  my  family,  and  which  was 
generally  enjoyed  by  us  and  as  well  by  the  numerous  friends  - 
of  the  Kerrs. 

Ida  was  always  ready  for  a  swim,  a  sail,  a  berry  picking 
expedition,  a  game  of  bridge,  or  to  entertain  the  family  with  a 
Beethoven  sonata. 
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Children  of  Ida  and  William  O.  Kerr: 

Edward  C.,  b.  io,  1 6,  1889c 
Ogden  C.,  b.  n,  24,  1890, 

Anna,  b.  12,  22,  1893. 

.  Edward  C.  Kerr  graduated  from  Cornell  Law  School  in 
1912.  He  was  in  the  World  War,  becoming  a  captain,  serv¬ 
ing  on  an  Artillery  ammunition  train.  1  Iis  ill  health  resulting 
from  exposure,  compelled  him  to  give  up  the  practice  of  law 
and  he  is  now  one  of  the  trust  officers  of  the  Chase  National 
Bank  in  New  York  City.  He  married,  1034,  Dorothy  Swan. 

Ogden  C.  Kerr  married,  1926,  Winifred  Robertson.  They 
live  in  Ithaca,  where  he  is  connected  will  the  city  government. 
They  have  no  children. 

Anna  Kerr  graduated  from  Cornell  in  1916.  She  married, 
1919,  Paul  W.  Wing  (son  of  Henry  H.  and  Lillian  W.  Wing.) 
Paul  Wing  was  also  a  graduate  of  Cornell,  1915.  He  served  in 
the  World  War,  entering  as  a  private  an,:  becoming  a  Lie  uo  n 
ant  in  the  Engineering  Corps.  They  In  at  Little  Falls  N  X. 
He  is  connected  with  the  Cherry-Bur  Si  Company,  m  mnfac- 
turers  of  agricultural  implements. 

Children  of  Anna  and  Paul  W.  Wing: 

William  i  nry,  b.  9,  j,  1920. 

Ellen,  1  b.  1,  1,  1925. 

Children  of  Edward  Esther  1  ornell: 

Katherine,  2,  12,  1904 

Edward,  i,  10,  I9</  10,  2,  190 

Julien  Davie*,  }  17,  191. 

George  Davison  3,  17,  1910. 

Phebe,  >.  1,  12,  1912 
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EIGHT  OF  SUSANNA  FERGUSON’S  GREAT  GREAT  GREAT  GRANDCHILDREN 

Edward  Cornell  Stainton,  Katherine  Stainton  and  Henry  P.  Maresi,  David  Haviland  Stainton, 
Sally  Stainton  and  Sheila  Cornell,  Cassandra  Maresi,  Julien  Martin  Cornell 
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Edward  and  Esther  H.  Cornell  adopted  in  1903,  Willard 
Haviland  Cornell,  born  4,  10,  1901.  He  married  1926,  Mary 
Guelfi.  They  live  at  Coney  Island,  N.  Y.  He  is  in  the  employ 
of  the  International  Business  Machines  Corporation.  Mary 
Guelfi  is  a  descendant  of  the  Italian  family  who  figured  in  the 
wars  of  the  Guelphs  and  Ghibellines. 

Katherine  married,  6,  20,  1925,  John  L.  Stainton  (son  of 
Robert  S.  and  Eldora  Stainton  of  Chester,  Pa.).  They  lived  for 
a  time  at  Wallingford,  Pa.,  then  removed  to  Central  Valley 
where  they  now  live.  John  L.  Stainton  is  Vice-President  and 
Cashier  of  the  Central  Valley  National  Bank. 

Their  children  are: 

Katherine,  b.  10,  22,  1929. 

Sally,  . .  b.  3,  27,  1931. 

Edward  Cornell,  b.  12,  6,  1933. 

David  Haviland,  b.  6,  10,  1935. 

Julien  Davies  Cornell  was  graduated  from  Swarthmore, 
1930;  from  Yale  Law  School,  1933.  He  married,  1932,  Virginia 
Barnes  Stratton,  (daughter  of  Daniel  and  Josephine  Barnes 
Stratton  of  Neosho,  Mo.).  She  was  graduated  from  Swarth¬ 
more,  1930.  They  live  at  Palisades,  N.  Y.,  and  Central  Valley. 
Julien  is  connected  with  my  firm  of  Davies,  Auerbach  and 
Cornell. 

They  have  children: 

Julien  Martin,  b.  7,  7,  1933. 

Sheila,  b.  5,  3,  1936. 

George  Davison  Cornell  married,  1936,  Harriet  Wilkes, 
(daughter  of  Walter  and  Harriet  Powell  Wilkes  of  Central 
Valley).  They  live  at  Central  Valley.  George  was  graduated 
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from  Rollins  College,  Florida,  1935.  He  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  Central  Hanover  Trust  Company  Bank  of  New  York  City. 

Phebe  married,  12,  24,  1933,  Pompeo  H.  Maresi,  (son  of 
Pompeo  and  Helen  Maresi  of  New  York).  They  live  at  Cen¬ 
tral  Valley.  They  have  children: 

Cassandra,  b.  11,  12,  1934. 

Henry  Julien,  b.  5,  6,  1936. 
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Chapter  Four 


GEORGE  (Son  of  James)  AND  HIS 
DESCENDANTS 

George  Ferguson  born  12,  15,  1831;  married  2,  3,  1856, 
Juliette  F.  Hudson,  born  1,  22,  1823.  She  died  1902.  He  died 
6,  22,  1900.  Juliette  Hudson  was  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Emily  Raymond  Hudson  of  New  Rochelle. 

Children  of  George  and  Juliette  H.  Ferguson: 

Lydia,  b.  n,  10,  1856;  d.  5,  25,  1918. 

Julia,  b.  11,  31,  1857. 

John  Hudson,  b.  9,  5,  1859;  d.  7,  1,  1904. 

Maud,  b.  9,  8,  1862.  \  • 

Lydia  married,  1,  18,  1884,  Charles  Baber,  born  6,  8,  1856, 
son  of  William  and  Charlotte  Huntington  Baber  of  New 
Rochelle.  They  lived  in  New  Rochelle,  where  Charles  was  for 
many  years  employed  by  George  Ferguson  &  Company  of 
which,  after  George  Ferguson’s  death,  he  became  the  President. 
He  died  5,  16,  1934. 

Lydia  Ferguson  had  a  most  engaging  and  lovely  personality. 

I  remember  well  my  boyish  admiration  of  her  beauty  and 
graciousness.  Once  when  I  was,  I  suppose,  about  ten  or  twelve 
years  of  age,  I  fell  out  of  a  row  boat  into  one  of  the  mountain 
lakes,  getting  nothing  worse  than  a  ducking  and  a  great  fright. 

I  keenly  appreciated  the  kindness  which  led  her  to  abandon 
the  young  men  who  flocked  about  her  and  walk  home  with 
me  down  the  mountain. 
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Julia  never  married.  My  early  recollections  of  her  arc 
mainly  of  the  extreme  orthodoxy  of  her  religious  views  and 
the  necessity  she  labored  under  of  endeavoring  to  convert  the 
various  members  of  our  family  whom  it  was  very  evident  she 
considered  heathens.  In  fact,  that  was  the  way  we  were  re¬ 
garded  by  most  of  our  neighbors  and  relatives.  The  rugged 
honesty  and  morality  which  my  father  taught  and  exemplified, 
must  have  been  deemed  sufficient  counterweight  to  his  lack  of 
orthodoxy,  for  many  children  came  to  his  school  to  whose  par¬ 
ents,  his  views  about  religion  must  have  been  anathema.  Today 
his  ideas  which  were  advanced  for  the  mid-Victorian  age, 
would  pass  unnoticed. 

John,  George  Ferguson’s  only  son,  came  to  my  father’s 
school.  He  was  impulsive  and  somewhat  headstrong,  a  fine 
upright  character,  unsuited  however,  to  the  business  career 
which  his  father  mapped  out  for  him.  It  would  have  been 
much  better  had  he  been  allowed  to  follow  his  own  desires  for 
a  medical  career.  He  married  his  cousin  Mary  Effie  Van 
Everen  and  lived  at  New  Rochelle  until  his  health  failed. 
After  some  years  of  illness  he  died  at  an  early  age  leaving  one 
daughter  Elizabeth.  See  Chapter  9. 

John  Ferguson  was  the  chief  conspirator  in  the  skeleton 
episode  mentioned  in  Chapter  3.  His  actions  indicated  so 
much  of  courage  and  such  a  high  sense  of  honor  that  the 
younger  boys  of  whom  I  was  one,  gave  him  a  good  deal  of  hero 
worship.  I  remember  how  this  was  heightened  by  a  fight  he 
got  into  in  the  village.  He  resented  a  slur  upon  one  of  the  girls 
by  a  village  rough  who  was  older  and  much  heavier  than  he. 
John  at  once  challenged  him  to  a  fight  and  thoroughly 
whipped  him. 

Maud,  the  youngest  of  the  family  married,  4,  30,  1884, 
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Charles  H.  Young,  born  i,  31,  i860;  died  1919,  a  lawyer,  who 
lived  at  New  Rochelle  and  practiced  law  both  there  and  in 
New  York  City  with  a  good  deal  of  success.  He  was  a  delegate- 
at-large  to  the  N.  Y.  State  Constitutional  Convention  of  1896 
and  was  the  sponsor  of  the  provision  now  in  force  for  an  edu¬ 
cational  test  for  voters.  He  was  much  interested  in  politics, 
though  he  never  held  office.  At  one  time  he  was  President  of 
the  Republican  Club  in  New  York  City.  He  was  a  genial  man 
with  a  good  sense  of  humor.  For  years  he  had  a  summer  home 
in  Central  Valley  where  he  was  President  of  the  Land  Im¬ 
provement  Company  which  developed  the  tract  of  land  on 
which  my  house  stands.  After  his  death  the  concern  was 
wound  up  and  I  purchased  at  auction  the  greater  part  of  the 
unsold  land  including  the  site  of  my  daughter  Katherine’s 
house. 

Children  of  Lydia  and  Charles  Baber: 

•  » 

* 

Charlotte,  b.  10,  5,  1884. 

George  Ferguson,  b.  5,  5,  1889;  d.  1905. 

Maud  Ferguson,  b.  5,  9,  1893. 

•  Ruth,  b.  9,  20,  1896.  -  , 

George,  who  died  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  was  a  victim  of 
appendicitis  at  a  time  when  abdominal  operations  were  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous.  When  I  first  studied  Physiology,  about 
1879,  it  was  believed  that  an  intestinal  wound  of  any  sort  was 
necessarily  fatal,  and  that  no  patient  could  survive  an  intestinal . 
operation. 

Charlotte  Baber  was  graduated  at  Cornell  in  1908.  She 
married  4,  24,  1921,  Charles  Edmiston  Craven,  Jr.,  son  of  Rev. 
Charles  Edmiston  and  Anna  McDougal  Craven.  Charles  E. 
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Craven,  Jr.,  attended  Union  College.  They  live  at  Norwalk, 
Conn. 

Ruth  Baber  married,  7,  25,  1917,  Louis  J.  Dibblee,  born  1, 
23,  1878.  He  died,  1931.  They  had  children: 

Diana  Dorothy,  b.  5,  7,  1918. 

Patricia  Ann,  b.  9,  10,  1919. 

Philip  Baber,  b.  n,  17,  1925. 

Diana  Dorothy  is  a  student  at  Cornell,  Class  of  1939. 

Maud  and  Charles  H.  Young  had  children:  . 

Mabel  A.,  b.  2,  7,  1885. 

Juliette  F.,  b.  3,  20,  1886. 

Russell,  b.  10,  18,  1889. 

Mabel  Young  married  Charles  Olney  King,  born  11,  2, 1885. 
They  lived  first  at  New  Rochelle,  then  removed  to  Berkeley, 
Cal.,  in  1919,  where  they  still  reside.  He  is  in  the  employ  of 
J.  Spencer  Turner  &  Co.,  in  Berkeley. 

They  had  children: 

Katherine,  b.  6,  16,  1909. 

Ruth  Alison,  b.  4,  12,  1912. 

Olney,  b.  4,  22,  1914. 

Katherine  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  California 
and  is  a  librarian. 

Ruth  Alison  is  a  school  teacher  near  Mt.  Shasta,  Cal. 

Juliette  F.  Young  married  Otto  Molatch,  born  8,  19,  1882. 
He  was  graduated  at  Cornell,  1905.  They  live  at  Westwood, 
N.  J. 

They  had  children: 
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AND  HER  DESCENDANTS 

Maud  A.,  b.  6,  29,  1913;  m.  9,  19,  1936,  Arthur  R. 

Nichols. 

Marion  E.,  b.  6,  1,  1918. 

Russel  Young,  the  only  son  of  Maud  and  Charles  H.  Young, 
married  9, 19, 1913,  Lucille  Chesbrough,  b.  7,  24, 1890.  He  died 
12,  9,  1927. 

Russell  Young  became  President  of  the  George  Ferguson 
Co.  and  operated  the  business  with  great  success  until  his  death 
in  1927. 

Russell  and  Lucille  C.  lived  at  New  Rochelle.  They  had 
children: 

Russell  Addison,  b.  n,  12,  1914. 

Bruce  Gordon,  b.  8,  19,  1922;  d.  6,  23,  1937.  . 
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JOSEPH  (Son  of  James)  AND  HIS 
-  DESCENDANTS  ''  - 

.  z4 

Joseph,  born  7, 10, 1838,  married  Mary  Dodge. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Joseph  Ferguson  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  Company  C,  44th  New  York  Infantry  Volun¬ 
teers.  He  served  with  distinction  becoming  a  Captain  in  the 
regular  army  and  a  Brevet  Major  of  Volunteers.  He  was 
wounded  and  captured  in  an  assault  on  Fort  Gilmer,  near 
Richmond  and  was  a  prisoner  in  Libby  Prison,  and  was  highly 
commended  in  general  orders  from  the  Headquarters  Army  of 
the  James.  After  the  war  he  served  for  a  time  in  Texas,  then 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Central  Valley,  where  he  built  the 
house  now  occupied  by  Dr.  Bullard.  In  1877,  he  migrated  to 
Kansas  and  took  up  a  homestead  claim  near  Kinsley.  This 
portion  of  Kansas  was  too  dry  for  successful  farming  and  after 
some  years  he  returned  to  the  East  and  lived  at  New  Rochelle 
where  he  was  in  the  employ  of  George  Ferguson  &  Co.,  until 
his  death  2,  3,  1912. 

Joseph  and  Mary  Dodge  Ferguson  had  children: 

Lenore,  b.  1870. 

Clarence,  b.  1877;  d.  1937. 

Lenore  married,  1895,  Oscar  LeCount.  He  died  1,  1,  1932. 
They  had  children: 

Olive  Goldsmith,  b.  1897;  d.  I9I3* 

Rhoda  Ferguson,  b.  1901. 
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Lenore  and  Rhoda  F.  LeCount  live  at  London  Terrace, 
New  York  City. 

Clarence  married  Nellie  Miles.  She  died  in  1931. 
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Chapter  Six 

KATE  COLE  (Daughter  of  James)  AND  HER 

DESCENDANTS. '  ' 

Kate  Ferguson,  born  5,  7,  1845,  married  Rodney  Cole,  born 
3,  23,  1844.  She  died  3,  18,  1922.  He  died  3,  31,  1911. 

They  had  children: 

Almira  S.,  b.  2,  II,  1865;  d.  3,  31,  1893. 

Helena,  b.  12,  27,  1866. 

Harold  Rodney,  b.  12,  7,  1877. 

Rodney  Cole’s  father  was  for  years  keeper  of  the  lighthouse 
in  the  Hudson  River  near  Esopus.  He  and  his  wife  lived  in 
the  stone  lighthouse  and  with  my  mother,  I  visited  there  as  a 
small  boy.  I  remember  getting  up  in  the  night  to  see  the  night-* 
boat  go  by.  I  also  remember  my  timidity  at  the  fearsome  size 
of  the  waves  when  we  were  being  rowed  ashore.  At  that 
time  we  went  through  or  at  least  into  the  country  residence  at 
Staatsburg  of  Dinsmore,  connected  with  the  Adams  Express 
Company, — the  first  pretentious  place  I  had  ever  been  in.  1 
thought  it  must  be  the  finest  place  in  the  country. 

Rodney  and  Kate  Cole’s  home  was  at  Central  Valley,  where 
the  Central  Valley  Bank  is  now  situated.  He  was  universally 
respected  for  his  sterling  qualities. 

Almira  (Allie)  Cole  went  to  Tegucigalpa,  Honduras,  to 
act  as  governess  in  the  family  of  one  of  the  boys  in  my  father’s 
school.  She  wrote  and  there  was  published  for  private  distribu- 
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tion  an  interesting  account  of  her  six  clays  trip  on  mule  back 

frpm  the  coast  to  Tegucigalpa. 

The  steamer  doctor,  Philip  Mills  Jones,  became  interested  in 
her,  followed  her  to  Tegucigalpa  and  they  were  married,  1893. 
She  died  there  four  months  later. 

Helena  Cole  married  Albert  Abendschein,  born  2,  13,  i860. 
He  died  7,  26,  1914.  They  had  children: 

Albert  V.,  b.  6,  24,  1886;  d.  5,  20,  1910. 

Anna  K.,  b.  11,  6,  1889;  d.  10,  15,  1923. 

Albert  Abendschein  was  a  portrait  painter.  He  and  Helena 
lived  for  a  time  in  Munich,  later  in  New  York  City  and  Cen¬ 
tral  Valley. 

Albert  V.  Abendschein  studied  law  at  New  York  Law 
School,  was  graduated  in  1906,  and  admitted  to  die  Bar  in  1907. 
He  entered  the  office  of  Davies,  Auerbach  &  Cornell  and  re¬ 
mained  there  until  the  illness  which  terminated  in  his  death  in  * 
1910. 

Helena  Abendschein  lives  at  Ithaca,  New  York,  where  her 
granddaughter  Helena  Merriman  Stainton  also  resides. 

Anna  K.  Abendschein  married  Richard  Mansfield  Merri¬ 
man.  They  had  one  child: 

Helena,  b.  2,  14,  1910. 

Richard  M.  Merriman  is  a  civil  engineer,  graduate  of  Le¬ 
high  University.  They  were  living  in  Kansas  City  at  the  time 
of  her  death  in  1923.  He  subsequently  remarried  and  went  to 
Greece  where  he  was  engaged  in  Government  work.  Later  he 
went  to  California  where  he  now  is. 
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Helena  Merriman  married  Walter  H.  Stainton.  They  have 
children: 

John  b.  12,  2 6,  1932. 

David  M.,  b.  5,  20,  1934. 

Helena  is  a  graduate  of  Cornell  University,  1931.  Walter 
Stainton  is  an  Assistant  Professor  at  Cornell  University.  He 
•  was  graduated  from  Cornell  in  1920.  Ph.D.,  1927. 

Harold  R.  Cole  married  Mary  Jennie  Greene,  daughter  of 
George  W.  Greene  and  Mary  Ann  Campbell. 

.  They  have  children: 

Eleanor  M.,  b.  3,  25,  1902. 

Dorothy  H.,  b.  8,  29,  1906. 

Harold  R.  Cole  lives  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  is  Assistant  to 
the  Vice-President  of  the  Erie  Railroad.  Having  started  as  a 
telegrapher  he  passed  through  the  grades  of  Dispatcher,  Chief 
Dispatcher,  Division  Superintendent,  etc. 

Eleanor  Cole  married  H.  Leighton  Camp.  They  live  in 
New  York.  He  is  an  accountant. 

Dorothy  H.  Cole  lives  in  New  York  City. 
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HENRY  (Son  of  James)  AND  HIS 
DESCENDANTS 

James  Henry  Ferguson,  born  12,  21,  1850,  married  Mary  A. 
Campbell,  b.  12,  29,  1853.  She  died  2,  21,  1937. 

They  resided  for  many  years  at  Sanford,  Fla.  Henry  is,  I 
believe,  the  last  living  grandchild  of  Susanna.  He  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  many  years  by  the  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  R.  Co.,  at 
Sanford.  • 

Henry  and  Mary  Ferguson  had  children: 

Mary  Elinor,  b.  8,  1,  1876;  m.  Charles  F.  Ordway,  son  of 
Mary  and  Frederick  Ordway. 

Cecilia  E.,  b.  3,  21,  1880;  m.  Lynn  Kilbourn,  son  of  Geo. 

N.  and  Eliza  Swain  Kilbourn. 

Charles  B.,  b.  1878;  d.  in  infancy. 

Mary  Elinor  (Ella)  and  Charles  F.  Ordway  reside  at  140 
N.  14th  St.,  Fort  Pierce,  Fla. 

They  have  children: 

Charles  F.  Jr.,  b.  2,  12,  1901;  d.  in  infancy. 

James  Coombs  Webster,  b.  n,  7,  1902;  m.  Barbara 
Ankeny,  daughter  of  Rollin  and  Edytha  Ankeny. 
Clarence  Pari  in,  b.  n,  25,  1905;  m.  Louise  Ellinor, 
daughter  of  Samuel  F.  and  Zadie  Ellinor. 

Charles  F.  Jr.,  b.  4,  15,  1908;  m.  3,  10,  1935,  Mary  Ada 
Duffy,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Carr  Duffy. 
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James  C.  W.  and  Barbara  Ankeny  Ordway  have  one  child: 

Ronald  Frederick,  b.  8,  25,  1933. 

They  live  at  Stuart,  Fla.  He  is  manager  of  the  East  Coast 
Lumber  and  Supply  Company. 

'  Clarence  P.  and  Louise  Ellinor  Ordway  have  one  child: 

1  * 

Joan  Elizabeth,  b.  5,  28,  1933. 

;  Clarence  Ordway  lives  at  Fort  Pierce,  Fla.,  and  is  employed 
by  the  American  Oil  Company. 

Charles  F.  and  Mary  Duffy  Ordway  have  no  children* 
They  live  at  Fort  Pierce.  He  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Indian 
River  Refining  Terminal  Company. 

Cecilia  E.  and  Lynn  Kilbourn  reside  at  Carrabelle,  Fla.  He 
is  a  merchant.  They  have  children: 

James  Ferguson,  b.  6,  30,  1904;  m.  6,  29,  1930,  Dorothy 
Harms,  daughter  of  Walter  Henry  and  Annie  Ken- 
nell  Harms. 

George  Norton,  b.  9,  8,  1906;  m.  1,  25,  1933,  Helen  Brad¬ 
ford,  daughter  of  R.  P.  and  Hannah  Bradford. 

Max  Wakefield,  b.  3,  7,  1911;  m.  12,  30,  1936,  Rosenia 
Merriwether,  daughter  of  Thomas  Merriwether. 

James  F.  and  Dorothy  H.  Kilbourn  have  children: 

Walter  Lynn,  b.  12,  17,  1931. 

Terrese,  b.  1,  15,  1935. 

They  live  at  Carrabelle,  Fla. 

George  N.  and  Helen  B.  Kilbourn  have  children: 

Max  Bradford,  b.  6,  16,  1934. 

James  Pierre,  b.  11,  20,  1935. 

They  live  in  Carrabelle.  Max  W.  Kilbourn  lives  in  Talla¬ 
hassee. 
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ELIZABETH  (Daughter  of  James)  AND  HER 

DESCENDANTS 

After  Elizabeth  and  Herbert  Ford  removed  from  Harriman 
to  Central  Valley,  he  went  to  Punxutawney,  Penn.,  where  he 
engaged  in  business.  His  family  did  not  accompany  him  but 
remained  in  Central  Valley,  which  was  their  home  for  many 
years.  Their  children  were: 

Bertha,  b.  io,  15,  1873;  m.  Eustice  William  Edwards,  10, 
28,  1900. 

Grace  Ferguson,  b.  2,  4,  1875;  m.  William  Alfred  Drew- 
ett,  10,  19,  1904. 

Kathryn  Lillian,  b.  10,  31,  1878;  m.  La  Verne  Travers, 
2,  19,  1898. 

Frederick,  d.  in  infancy. 
j.  •  Ernest,  d.  in  infancy. 

Elizabeth,  b.  10,  15,  1883;  m-  John  Pfigge>  Jr->  10,  I0> 

1908. 

Charles  Herbert,  b.  3,  4,  188  ;  m.  Lucy  Nearn,  n,  7, 

1909.  She  d.  12,  7,  1925. 

Rhoda  Susanna,  b.  4,  29,  1888. 

Bertha  and  E.  William  Edwards  removed  to  Bangor,  Me., 
"where  he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fishing  rods. 
They  subsequently  removed  to  Mt.  Carmel,  Conn.,  and  later 
the  business  was  sold.  He  died  in  1931.  They  had  one  son: 

Eugene  Ford,  b.  7,  23,  1902;  m.  6,  29,  1931,  Elizabeth 
Munson  Buckingham. 
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Eugene  F.  and  Elizabeth  Edwards  live  at  Mt.  Carmel,  Conn. 
They  have  two  children: 

Elizabeth  Jean,  b.  4,  2,  1932. 

Barbara  Grace,  b.  12,  13,  1934. 

'  Grace  Ferguson  and  William  A.  Drewett  live  in  Providence, 
R.  I.  He  is  a  mechanical  engineer.  They  have  one  child: 

Margaret  Elizabeth,  b.  9,  15,  1907. 

Margaret  was  graduated  at  Brown  University  and  is  a  li¬ 
brarian  at  Swarthmore. 

Kathryn  L.  and  La  Verne  Travers  live  at  SufTern,  N.  Y. 
They  have  one  child: 

Richard,  b.  10,  6, 1899;  m.  Mabel  Irene  Jephson. 
Richard  and  Mabel  I.  Travers  have  one  child: 

Fergus  Lee,  b.  8, 19,  1926. 

Elizabeth  and  John  Prigge,  Jr.,  live  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
They  have  one  son: 

George  Theodore,  b.  6,  18,  1912. 

Charles  Herbert,  Jr.,  and  Lucy  Nearn  Ford  had  children: 

Francis  Herbert,  b.  2,  18,  1911;  m.  6,  20,  1936,  Grace 
Monahan. 

Elizabeth  Ruth,  b.  6,  4,  1912;  m.  10,  14,  1933,  Arthur 
Rabas. 

Joseph  Ferguson,  b.  12,  27,  1913;  m.  6,  3,  1935,  Jean  Mc¬ 
Cullough. 

Richard,  b.  10,  4,  1915. 

Helen,  b.  12,  14, 1917. 

Joseph  F.  and  Jean  McC.  Ford  have  one  child: 

Patricia  Ann,  b.  3,  18,  1936. 
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JOHN  C.  (Son  of  Susanna)  AND  HIS 
DESCENDANTS 

John  C.  Ferguson,  born  2,  1, 1810;  died  8,  29, 1874;  married 
(1)  Elizabeth  T.  Birdsall,  who  died  1,  27,  1838;  married  (2) 
Elizabeth  Pierce,  who  died  1,  10,  1869;  married  (3)  Maria 
Smith. 

The  children  of  John  C.  and  Elizabeth  Birdsall  Ferguson 
were: 

Amos,  b.  8,  11,  1834. 

Edward,  b.  2,  25,  1836. 

Edward  Ferguson  married  Mary - .  He  died  about  1880. 

Children  of  Edward  and  Mary  Ferguson  were: 

William, 

^  Lillian,  unmarried. 

Edward, 

They  lived  in  New  Orleans.  Edward  was  drowned  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  from  a  vessel  of  which  he  was  captain.  After 
his  death  the  family  removed  to  New  York  City  where  Lillian 
and  Edward  were  for  a  time  in  the  employ  of  the  Van  Everen 
Company,  a  concern  owned  by  Philip  F.  Van  Everen,  husband 
of  Elizabeth  Ferguson,  and  operated  with  success.  Upon  his 
death  in  1908,  I  purchased  the  business,  subsequendy  selling  it 
to  Walter  Haviland,  my  wife’s  uncle.  After  his  death  the  busi¬ 
ness  disintegrated. 
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I  have  no  further  information  about  the  children  of  Edward 
Ferguson,  nor  have  I  any  about  the  children  of  Amos  Ferguson, 
except  that  they  accompanied  him  to  Kansas  where  he  died 
about  1900. 

The  children  of  John  C.  and  Elizabeth  Pierce  Ferguson 
were: 

Phoebe,  b.  8,  3,  1840;  d.  i860.  ‘ 

Mary,  b.  10,  23,  1841;  d.  3,  7,  1914. 

Elizabeth  Jane,  b.  2,  5,  1844;  m.  10,  7,  1866,  Philip  Van 
Everen. 

I 

She  died  in  1924.  He  died  in  1908. 

Elizabeth  and  Philip  Van  Everen  lived  for  many  years  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  later  at  Central  Valley.  His  whimsical 
humor  and  his  geniality  made  him  many  friends.  After  his 
de^th  Elizabeth  removed  to  Berkeley,  Cal.,  where  she  remained 
until  her  death  in  1924. 

The  children  of  Elizabeth  and  Philip  Van  Everen  were: 

Horace  Van  Everen,  b.  9,  4,  1867;  m*  I^93>  Alice  Louise 
Berkefeld,  b.  4,  15,  1869.  He  died,  1932. 

Mary  Effie  Van  Everen,  b.  1,  27,  1870;  m.  1895,  John  H. 
Ferguson.  (See  sketch  of  him  in  Chapter  4). 

Grace  Abbie  Van  Everen,  b.  9,  21,  1874;  m.  1899,  Bradley 
Stoughton.  She  died,  1905. 

Gertrude  Van  Everen,  b.  8,  10,  1877;  d.  4,  18,  1879. 

John  C.  and  Maria  Smith  Ferguson  had  one  child,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  who  died  in  infancy. 

Horace  Van  Everen  was  graduated  from  Cornell  University 
in  1891.  He  entered  the  Patent  Office  in  Washington,  studied 
law  in  Washington  University  and  upon  his  graduation  re- 
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moved  to  Cambridge,  Mass.  He  practiced  law  as  a  patent 
lawyer  in  Boston  as  a  member  of  Phillips,  Van  Everen  and  Fish 
until  his  death.  Alice  Berkefeld,  daughter  of  Adolph  and 
Rosalie  Berkefeld,  had  been  a  student  at  Cornell  and  had  lived 
in  Brooklyn,  where  for  many  years  her  mother  taught  German 
in  Packer  Institute. 

The  children  of  Horace  and  Alice  B.  Van  Everen  were: 

* 

Rosalie  Elizabeth  Van  Everen,  b.  8,  6,  1895;  d.  8,  5,  1909. 

Horace  Berkefeld  Van  Everen,  b.  10,  n,  1898. 

Horace  Berkefeld  Van  Everen  served  in  the  World  War 
where  he  suffered  severe  wounds  from  which  he  never  recov¬ 
ered.  He  married,  1920,  Louise  Brooks.  This  marriage  was 
ended  by  divorce.  He  subsequently  remarried.  He  died,  1932. 

Horace  and  Louise  B.  Van  Everen  had  one  child: 

« 

Rosalie  Van  Everen,  b.  1922. 

There  were  no  children  of  the  subsequent  marriage. 

John  H.  and  Mary  Effie  Van  Everen  Ferguson  had  one 
child: 

Elizabeth  Van  Everen  Ferguson,  b.  4,  17,  1896;  m. 

Walter  Steilberg. 

John  and  Effie  Ferguson  lived  for  a  time  at  New  Rochelle. 
After  John’s  death,  Effie  and  her  daughter  Elizabeth  removed 
to  Berkeley,  Cal.,  where  Elizabeth  was  graduated  from  the 
University  of  California  in  1917. 

Elizabeth  V.  E.  Ferguson  and  Walter  Steilberg  live  in 
Berkeley,  Cal.  Walter  Steilberg,  son  of  William  and  Mathilda 
Steilberg,  is  an  architect.  He  was  a  widower  with  one  child, 
Helena,  talented  in  music.  Effie  took  her  to  Europe  with  her 
in  1928.  They  were  at  Lausanne,  Switzerland,  when  my 

I63I 


-•  H 


' 


***  ^  lt!-  "*  *  *3  fe*efr.  c->!  H 


SUSANNA  CORNELL  FERGUSON  i 

daughter  Phebe  was  in  school  there  that  year.  Phebe  went 
on  a  Christmas  vacation  trip  to  Algeria  with  them. 

Elizabeth  and  Walter  Steilberg  have  one  child: 

Rosalie  Steilberg,  b.  7,  13,  1922. 

Grace  Abbie  Van  Everen  and  Bradley  Stoughton  had  one 
child: 

Philip  Van  Everen  Stoughton,  b.  2,  20,  1900;  m.  8,  10, 
1929,  Ellen  Lenore  Blanchard,  b.  4,  12, 1905. 

Grace  Abbie  Van  Everen  Stoughton  was  graduated  from 
the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  in  1896.  She  was  a 
brilliant  biologist  and  a  most  lovely  character.  She  was  hon¬ 
ored  by  being  asked  to  prepare  a  paper  on  the  “Care  and  Pres¬ 
ervation  of  Water,”  for  a  meeting  of  the  Biological  Society 
held  at  Havani^a,  Cuba,  less  than  a  month  before  her  death. 
Though  she  was  suffering  greatly  with  her  illness,  nevertheless, 
she  prepared  the  paper  and  it  was  read  for  her. 

After  her  death  her  son,  Philip,  was  sent  by  his  father  to, 
Spain  and  was  educated  there. 

Philip  V.  E.  and  Ellen  B.  Stoughton  have  one  child: 

Lenore  M.,  b.  6, 28, 1931. 

He  is  a  chemist  and  resides  in  New  York  City. 
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Chapter  Ten 

'  ESTHER  (Daughter  of  Susanna)  AND  HER 

DESCENDANTS 

Esther  born  1819;  married  Jacob  Mott,  born  1821;  died  1865. 
She  died  1899. 

They  had  children: 

Edward  R.,  b.  1848;  d.  1907;  m.  (1)  Carrie  Eldred,  b. 
1849;  d.  1900;  m.  (2)  Bertie  Oakman. 

Selina,  b.  1842;  d.  1928;  m.  Edward  A.  Merritt,  b.  1835; 
d.  1926  (?). 

Georgiana,  d.  in  youth. 

Edward  R.  Mott  served  in  the  Civil  War  as  a  member,  of 
Co.  I,  8th  Regiment  of  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  was  mustered 
out  at  the  close  of  the  war  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  After  the  war 
he  established  his  residence  at  Central  Valley  where  most  of  his 
children  were  born.  About  1885,  he  removed  to  Sacramento, 
Cal.,  with  all  of  his  children  except  Howard,  who  remained 
for  a  year  or  so  in  my  father’s  family.  In  1886,  when  he  was 
twelve  years  old,  Howard  went  alone  across  the  continent  to 
join  his  family  at  Sacramento.  I  saw  him  off  on  the  train  at 
Turners,  now  Harriman,  a  pathetic  but  sturdy  figure.  I  greatly 
admired  his  pluck  which  was  much  greater  than  I  should  have 
shown  at  his  age. 

Edward  R.  and  Carrie  E.  Mott  had  children: 

Eldred  Ferguson,  b.  1869;  d.  1933;  unmarried. 

Nina  Helen,  b.  1872;  lives  at  Sacramento,  Cal.;  un¬ 
married. 
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Howard  Leland,  b.  1874;  m*  Nina  Giorgianni. 

Roy  Robert,  b.  1876;  m.  Emma  Bell. 

•  Rena  Musa,  b.  1876;  m.  James  Broderick  Divine,  b.  1863; 
he  d.  1909. 

Philip  Frederick,  b.  1880;  m.  Ellen  Lenz,  b.  1884. 

Myron  Dean,  b.  1885;  he  lives  at  Sacramento;  unmarried. 
Edward  Robert,  Jr.,  b.  1888;  d.  1888. 

Nita  Josie,  b.  1890;  m.  Chancellor  Dobbins,  b.  1885.  She 
d.  1929. 

Howard  L.  and  Nina  Giorgianni  Mott  had  one  child: 

Lolita,  b.  1895;  m.  Stephen  Kelley, 

They  live  at  Sacramento. 

Roy  and  Emma  Bell  Mott  have  no  children.  They  live  in 
Nevada. 

.Philip  F.  and  Ellen  Mott  had  one  child: 

Carolyn,  b.  1904.  They  live  at  Sacramento. 

Nita  and  Chancellor  Dobbins  had  one  child: 

Jack  Eldred,  b.  1909. 

Rena  and  James  Broderick  Divine  had  children: 

Winifred,  b.  1904;  m.  Joseph  E.  Moore,  b.  1902. 

Ruth,  b.  1906. 

James  Broderick,  Jr.,  b.  1909;  m.  Willa  May  Cook,  b. 
1911. 

James  Broderick  Divine  was  a  practicing  lawyer  in  Sacra¬ 
mento.  He  had  a  brilliant  mind  and  developed  a  large  law 
practice.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  judge  in  Sacramento. 
Winifred  and  Joseph  E.  Moore  had  children: 
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AND  HER  DESCENDANTS 

Joseph  E.,  Jr.,  b.  1926. 

Robert  James,  b.  1928. 

Ruth  Elizabeth,  b.  1931. . 

Mary  Lou,  t  b.  1934. 

Barbara  Ann,  b.  1935.  • 

They  live  at  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

James  B.,  Jr.,  and  Willa  Divine  had  children: 

James  Broderick,  b.  1930. 

Gerald  Edward,  b.  1932. 

Kathleen  Mary,  b.  1935. 

They  live  at  Sacramento. 

Selina  and  Edward  A.  Merritt  lived  at  Oil  City,  Pa.  They 
had  children: 

Frank  E.,  b.  1864;  d.  1937;  unmarried. 

Georgianna,  b.  1866;  d.  1885;  unmarried. 

Idelle  (Della),  b.  1867;  m.  Charles  Wells,  b.  1861;  he  d. 
1926. 

Musa  M.,  b.  1874;  m.  Judson  David  Trax,  b.  1869. 
Aubrey  Leon,  b.  8,  25,  1877;  d.  1,  11,  1931;  m.  Grace 
Norwood  Welch,  b.  7,  4,  1882. 

Della  and  Charles  Wells  had  no  children.  She  lives  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Judson  David  Trax,  is  a  graduate  of  Cornell  Law  School, 
class  of  1892.  He  practices  law  at  Oil  City,  Pa.  Musa  and 
Judson  David  Trax  had  children: 

Judson  Edward  Trax,  b.  11,  13,  1902;  m.  Virginia  Lu- 
cretia  McCalmont,  b.  6,  10,  1903. 

Robert,  b.  1909;  d.  1909. 

Virginia,  b.  1912.  Graduated  at  Wells  College,  1937. 
They  live  at  Oil  City,  Pa. 
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Judson  E.  and  Virginia  McC.  Trax  had  children: 

Constance  McCalmont,  b.  8,  21,  1934. 

Judson  Edward,  b.  7,  2,  1936. 

.  Judson  E.  Trax  is  a  graduate  of  Princeton  and  of  Cornell. 
They  live  at  Oil  City,  Pa.  Virginia  L.  M.  Trax  graduated  from 

College. 

Aubrey  Leon  and  Grace  N.  Merritt  had  children: 

Aubrey  Theodore  Brooks  Merritt,  b.  10,  25,  1901;  m. 
Florence  Edna  Farrar,  daughter  of  Robert  Stephen 
and  Antoinette  B.  P.  Farrar,  b.  10,  2, 1905. 

Edward  Welch,  b.  2,  17,  1907. 

Robert  Norwood,  b.  6,  1,  1919. 

.  They  live  at  Glendale,  Cal. 

Aubrey  Theodore  Brooks  and  Florence  E.  Merritt  have  chil¬ 
dren: 

Gwendolyn  Claire,  b.  1,  17,  1928. 

Florence  Antoinette,  b.  6,  17,  1931. 

Paul  Leon,  b.  3,  14,  1934. 

They  live  at  Vallejo,  Cal.  j 


C  68  H 


Chapter  Eleven 

" !  PHEBE  A.  (Daughter  of  Susanna)  AND  HER 

DESCENDANTS 


Phebe  A.,  born  1821  (?);  married  (1) 


married  (1)  Tower; 

Dusenbury.  She  died  1892  (?). 


married  (2) 

Sec  sketch  in  Chapter  2. 


Phebe  A.  and 


Tower  had  one  child: 


Howard  Tower,  b.  1863  (  ?) ;  m.  Ada  M.  Brooks,  b.  5, 15, 
1863. 

Ada  M.  Brooks  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Pembleton  Brooks.  ~  • 

Howard  and  Ada  M.  Tower  had  children: 

A  daughter,  b.  1887  (?);  d.  about  four  years  old. 
William,  b.  6,  2, 1891;  m.  Teresa  Stanley. 

William  and  Teresa  Stanley  Tower  had  one  child: 

Ada  Stanley,  b.  7,  3,  1914;  m.  William  Holmes. 

Ada  and  William  Holmes  live  in  California. 
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On  Rage  tyot  the  SUSANNA  (CORNELL 
FERGUSON  Genealogy,  1  referred  to  the  gap 
in  the  family  history  due  to  my  inability  to  get 
further  information  as  to  Anna  Bevier  and 
her  descendants.  Since  then,  through  the  re¬ 
sourcefulness  and  energy  of  Nina  H.  Mott, 
and  with  the  aid  of  Josephine  Bevier  and 
others  ot  Anna  Bevier's  descendants,  1  have 
obtained  the  information  set  iorth  in  this 
supplement. 


ANNA  FERGUSON  BEVIER  AND  HER  CHILDREN 


Anna,  daughter  of  Susanna  Cornell  and  Hezekiah  Ferguson, 
was  born  9th  Month  8th,  1806.  She  was  married  10,  — ,  1830  (?) 
to  Nathaniel  Bevier.  Some  of  their  children  were  born  in  New 
York  State.  They  early  removed  to  the  neighborhood  of  Battle 
Creek,  Michigan,  and  they  and  most  of  their  descendants  continued 
to  make  Michigan  their  home.  They  were,  in  the  main,  farmers. 
Nathaniel  Bevier  died  10th  Month,  1855,  in  Bedford  Township, 
Calhoun  County,  Michigan.  Anna  Bevier  died  in  1S86  or  sud- 
sequendy. 

Anna  and  Nathaniel  Bevier  had  children: 


John  Dewitt, 
Josiah  Cornell, 
Elizabeth  Esther, 
Susan  Ann, 
Robert  R., 
Charles  A., 
Albert  H., 

Alfred  S.,  ‘ 
James  Edward, 


b. 

12, 

12, 

1831; 

d.  2, 

7.  1911. 

b. 

5> 

6, 

1834; 

d.  t2, 

S,  1014. 

b. 

6, 

3, 

1836; 

d.  6, 

7,  IGTI. 

b. 

6, 

26, 

OC 

s/J 

■M 

d.  3, 

22.  j  0 1 9 . 

b. 

3> 

* 

.*839* 

d.  9, 

.  1S76. 

b. 

9' 

29> 

1840; 

d.  Sub 

sequent  to 

b. 

9> 

22, 

1 S43 : 

d. 

IQ  . 

b. 

9> 

22, 

i833> 

d.  7. 

I>.  1Q22. 

b. 

6, 

i847: 

d. 

:q  •. 

John  Dewitt  Bevier  lived  at  Battle  Creek.  Michigan.  He  mar¬ 
ried  5,  2,  1858,  Eliza  Jeannette  Cox,  who  was  born  7.  16,  1837.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Eleanor  Stringham  Cox.  She  died 
4,  28,  1895. 

Josiah  Cornell  Bevier,  who  was  born  in  Ulster  County,  New 
'V  ork,  married  9,  24,  1864,  Mary  Amelia  Frost.  She  w  as  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jacob  and  Jane  Ann  (Lockwood)  Frost.  The  Frosts  came 
to  Michigan  from  New  York  City  in  1847,  and  settled  on  land 
about  seven  miles  from  Battle  Creek.  They  were  (Junkers  and 
instrumental  in  founding  a  Meeting  in  Battle  Creek.  The  Meeting 
House  was  in  what  is  now  Fremont  Park.  The  Frosts'  antecedents 
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may  be  found  in  the  genealogy  of  the  Frost  family,  compiled  by 
Mrs.  Dr.  S.  K.  Frost,  Brooklyn,  1912. 

Elizabeth  Esther  Bevier  married  (1)  Warren  Mead.  Warren 
Mead  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War.  She  married  (2)  Josiah  Wilde. 

Susan  Ann  Bevier  married  6,  23,  1855,  Edwin  Milton,  son  of 
David  and  Mahala  Ann  (Tripp)  Brown. 

Robert  R.  Bevier  married  Melissa  VanBuren  in  1863.  He  en¬ 
listed  in  Company  C,  20th  Infantry  at  Bedford,  Michigan,  February 
26,  1864  and  was  wounded  in  action  7,  30,  1864.  He  was  transferred 
to  Company  H,  2nd  Regiment,  May  30,  1865,  and  mustered  out  at 
Delaney  House,  D.  C.,  7,  28,  1865.  He  died  in  Calhoun  County, 
Michigan,  near  Battle  Creek  in  1874. 

Charles  A.  Bevier  removed  to  and  remained  in  Oregon  where 
he  was  married  and  died  without  descendants. 

Albert  H.  Bevier  married  Ella  VanBuren. 

Alfred  S.  Bevier  married  8,  2,  1866,  Ida  Smith,  (b.  8,  29,  1850)  at 
Barrington,  Yates  County,  N.  Y.  She  died  5,  15,  1923. 

James  Edward  Bevier  as  a  young  man  was  a  victim  of  the  gold 
fever  which  took  him  to  California.  The  money  to  provide  for  this 
project  is  said  to  have  been  supplied  by  his  mother  mortgaging  her 
farm  for  this^iurpose.  He  did  not  make  a  gold  strike  and  the  farm 
was  subsequently  lost  through  foreclosure.  James  Edward  re¬ 
turned  to  Battle  Creek,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  captain 
of  the  police  force  there. 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  JOHN  DEWITT  BEVIER 

John  Dewitt  and  Eliza  Cox  Bevier  had  children: 

Ada  Eleanor,  b.  t,  31,  1859. 

John  Jay,  b.  11,  8,  i860;  d.  18  .(?) 

Jeannette  Eliza,  b.  3,  20,  1866. 

Frank,  b.  3,  12,  1868. 

Fred,  b.  3,12,  1868; 

Alice  Mary,  b.  12,  31,  1871. 

C  4H 


d.  11,  9,  1925. 
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Ada  Eleanor  married  2,  22,  1880,  Charles  Jay  Cox.  He  died  1, 
I9°7- 

Ada  Eleanor  and  Charles  J.  Cox  had  children: 


Claude  Charles, 
Mabel  Mary, 
Guy  Graham, 
Nettie  Mav, 
Ruth  Alice, 


b.  6,  27,  1881. 

b.  7,  22,  1883 

b.  10,  26,  1885;  d.  8,  15,  1907. 

b.  3,  29,  1888;  d.  3,  7,  1905. 

b.  12,  2,  1894. 


Claude  Charles  married  Coral  Johnson  12,  23,  1907. 

Mabel  Mary  Cox  married  9,  — ,  1908,  Frederick  C.  Ramlow. 
They  had  children: 


Frederick  Charles,  Jr.,  b.  8,  10,  1910. 

Geraldine,  b.  2,  4,  1912;  d.  10,  ,  1914. 

Donald  Cox,  b.  5,  9,  1916. 


Frederick  C.  Ramlow,  Jr.,  married  10,  14,  1933,  Genevieve 
Jeffrey. 

Ruth  Alice  Cox  married  10,  10,  1918,  James  M.  Roberts,  (b.  9,  8, 
1887).  They  had  children: 

Mildred  Glenda,  b.  5,  31,  1919. 

Letha  June,  .  b.  11,  27,  1921. 


John  Jay  Bevier  removed  to  Minnesota  where  he  married  and 
lived  in  Minneapolis.  No  records  are  obtainable  of  his  family  or  of 
the  date  of  his  death. 


Jeannette  Eliza  Bevier  married  5.  2.  1SS8.  Charles  A.  Williams  of 
East  Avon,  New  York.  They  live  in  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Jeannette  Eliza  and  Charles  A.  Williams  had  children: 


7,  12.  1917. 
4,  12.  1031. 
2.  tS,  1S08. 
4.  2S.  1903. 

Thelma  Dawn,  b.  1,  30,  1901. 

[3  d 


Ralph  A.,  b.  11.  21,  1890:  d. 

Lcland  Dell,  b.  8,  4.  1S02;  d. 

Charles,  Jr.,  b.  s.  14.  iSuo;  d. 

George  Dewey,  b.  4,  20.  1898;  *1. 
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Leland  Dell  Williams  married  8,  21,  1919,  Susan  Plowman.  They 
had  children: 

Betty  Jean,  *  b.  8,  8,  1922. 

Patricia  Dawn,  b.  1,  15,  1925. 

Thelma  Dawn  Williams  married  6,  30,  1923,  Ralph  Shaw.  He 
is  a  teacher  in  the  Chicago  schools. 

Thelma  Dawn  and  Ralph  Shaw  have  one  daughter: 

Alice  Mary,  b.  1,  17,  1933. 


Frank  Bevier  lives  in  Marysville,  Washington.  He  is  married. 
No  record  is  obtainable  as  to  his  family. 


Fred  Bevier  lived  in  Nome,  Alaska.  A  short  time  before  his 
death  he  went  to  Seattle,  Washington,  for  an  operation,  and  died 
there  at  the  home  of  his  brother,  Frank  Bevier,  11,  9,  1925. 


Alice  M.  Bevier  married  it,  7,  1894,  Claude  Wright,  (b.  2,  1, 
DoS)  of  Harbor  Springs,  Michigan.  They  reside  at  Harbor  Springs 
and  have  children: 

Cleo  Belle,  b.  4,  26,  1896. 

Claude,  Jr.,  b.  10,  28.  1897. 

Kathleen  J..  b.  2,  ir,  1900. 


Cieo  Belie  Wright  married  August  Schwertzleger  (b.  in  Han- 
var.  Germ  my ).  They  hast  one  son: 

jame:  H..  b.  12  ,21,  1929. 

;-Tgh  .  Jr.,  married  Renolia  Hedland.  They  have 


K  **  t  ,  ***  t-  . 

...  V 

one  A : 


A' in,  b.  y.  5,  J933. 

K.l  rJeev-  )  W ogbr  married  Albert  J.  Lutz  (b.  2,  (>,  1901). 
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THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  JOSIAH  CORNELL  BEVIER 


Josiah  Cornell  Bevier  and  Mary  A.  Frost  had  children: 


Henrietta  E., 
Ellsworth  F., 
Charles  A., 
Josephine  S„ 
Grace  Edith, 
Harry  J., 
Maurice  L., 


b.  6,  30,  1864; 
b.  5,  2 C,  1868; 
b.  12,  30,  1869; 
b.  12,  2i,  r 873. 
b.  t2.  2 1 ,  1875; 
b.  11,  30,  1S77; 
b.  4,  18,  1884. 


d.  2,  24,  1923. 
d.  2,  6,  1886. 

d.  2,  27,  1921. 

d.  2,  tO,  1937. 
d.  9,  26,  1924. 


Henrietta  E.  Bevier  married  7,  24,  1881,  at  Augusta,  Michigan, 
Edward  Dole,  son  of  John  and  Lucinda  (Phelps)  Dole. 

Henrietta  E.  and  Edward  Dole  had  children: 


Ciinton  H.,  b.  6,  10,  1882. 

Ella  Myrtle,  b.  6,  13,  1884. 

Clinton  H.  Dole  married  (1)  9,  11,  1906,  at  Galesburg,  Michigan, 
Alma  Lovica  (b.  1.  16,  1883),  daughter  of  William  Henry  and  Ar- 
villa  (Rice)  Eaton. 

Clinton  H.  and  Alma  Dole  had  one  son: 

William  Edward,  b.  7,  5,  1909. 

William  Edward  Dole,  B.S.,  West  Virginia  University,  1934, 
married  8,  18,  1934,  Helen  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  Went¬ 
worth  and  Russie  (Gore)  Williams  of  Bccklcy,  West  Virginia. 
She  was  also  a  graduate  of  West  Virginia  University.  William  Ed¬ 
ward  and  Helen  Elizabeth  both  received  their  M.S.  degrees  at  New  ' 
York  University.  He  is  Director  of  Athletics  at  Beaver  High 
School,  Bluefield,  West  Virginia.  She  is  Director  of  Physical  Edu¬ 
cation  for  Women  at  Concord  State  Teachers  College,  Athens,  West 
Virginia. 

Clinton  H.  Dole,  married  (2) - •  "1  hey  had 

one  daughter: 


K.n  loan,  b.  4.  14,  1932. 


'SUPPLEMENT  TO  SUSANNA  CORNELL  FERGUSON 

*  * 

Ella  Myrtle  Dole  married  6,  14,  1902,  George  C.  McKay,  son  of 
Darwin  J.  and  Mary  Ann  (McDermott)  McKay.  George  C.  Mc¬ 
Kay  was  for  many  years  Treasurer  of  the  Kellogg  Company.  He  is 
now  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  Security  National  Bank,  Battle 
Creek. 

Ella  Myrtle  and  George  C.  McKay  had  one  son: 

George  Edward,  b.  7,  5,  1920.  He  is  now  a  student  at  Michigan 
State  College,  Lansing,  Michigan. 


Charles  A.  Bevier  married  8,  4,  1907,  Emma  (Mowry)  Giddings, 
(b.  8,  19,  1855),  daughter  of  Allan  and  Anna  (Slade)  Mowry. 

Both  Charles  A.  and  Emma  Bevier  were  killed  in  a  train  wreck 
2,  27,  1921,  on  their  way  home  from  California  to  Augusta, 
Michigan. 

Josephine  S.  Bevier  lives  in  Augusta,  Michigan.'  She  has  been 
for  twenty-four  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Kellogg  Company  of 
Batde  Creek  and  its  predecessor,  the  Kellogg  Corn  Flakes  Company. 


Grace  Edith  Bevier  married  12,  29,  1894,  at  Richland,  Michigan, 
Francis  Wayland  Parkhurst,  (b.  6,  22,  1862),  son  of  James  Wallace 
and  Amelia  Hubbard  Parkhurst. 

Grace  Edith  and  Francis  Wayland  Parkhurst  had  children: 

Harry  Bevier,  b.  10,  30,  1895. 

Zelna  Amelia,  b.  12,  30,  1898. 

Harry  Bevier  Parkhurst  is  in  the  advertising  business  at  Battle 
('reek.  He  married  7,  14,  1924,  Irene  B.  Ellwood. 

Zelna  Amelia  Parkhurst  married  12,  24,  1928,  Gilbert  D. 
Wright.  Ihey  live  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  have  children: 

Gilbert  Parkhurst,  b.  10,  8,  1929. 

Mary  Jo,  b.  1,  17,  1933. 

Milton  Bevier,  b.  n,  8,  1936. 
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Harry  J.  Bevier  married  12,  2,  1912,  Hattie  Houghtaling.  They 
lived  in  Saskatchewan,  Canada,  where  he  was  a  farmer.  Harry  J. 
and  Hattie  H.  Bevier  had  children: 

Maurice  Cornell,  b.  1,  12,  1914. 

Mary  Arline,  b.  12,  1,  1915- 

Hazel  Agnes,  b.  12,  23,  1917. 

Maurice  Cornell  Bevier  was  graduated  from  Michigan  S^ate 
College,  1937,  and  is  a  chemist  for  the  National  Biscuit  Company  at 
Battle  Creek,  Michigan. 

Mary  Arline  Bevier  married  Donald  Mead.  They  have  children: 

Donald  Ralph,  b.  4,  29,  1935. 

James,  b.  1,  23,  1937. 

Harry  Samuel,  b.  4,  29,  1938. 


Maurice  L.  Bevier  was  graduated  from  Augusta  High  School 
and  is  now  a  farmer  at  Augusta. 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  ELIZABETH  ESTHER 

BEVIER 

Elizabeth  Esther  and  Warren  Mead  had  one  child: 

Florence  Amelia,  b.  ;  d.  192S. 

Florence  Amelia  Mead  married  Elmer  J.  Smith.  He  died  in 
1902  at  the  age  of  forty-two.  They  had  children: 

Nellie  May,  b.  6,  9,  1879;  d.  11,  0,  1018. 

Lee  Warren, 

Gertrude  Ann, 

[y]  '  ' 
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Nellie  May  Smith  married  4,  1,  1896,  Guy  C.  Meade.  They  had 
children:  - 


Wallace, 

Gladys, 

Warren, 

Ivan  Dale, 
Florence  A., 


Doretha  R., 
Eulon  E., 


h.  1,  19,  1897;  in.  5,  1917,  Ruby  Robinson. 

b.  .1898;  d.  1900. 

b.  6,  23,  1903;  m.  (1)  6,  1921,  Ruth  Diehl; 

(2)  10,  1935  Thelma  Reeves. 

b.  4,  30,  ,1905;  in.  8,  5,  1925,  Nellie  Kuck. 
h.  6,  27,  1907;  m.  (1)  6,  27,  1924,  Milton 
Shulter;  (2)  7,  ir,  1927,  Edwin  Mashec; 

(3)  12,  28,  1934,  Waldo  Haunnett. 

b.  4,  14,  1912;  m.  7,  24,  1930,  Grant  Hawkins, 
b.  9,  7,  1918. 


Lee  Warren  Smith  married  Cleo  Pierce.  They  had  children: 

Marion,  Arlene, 

Helen,  Robert, 

Kathryn,  Lee  Warren,  }r. 

Francis, 


Gertrude  Ann  Smith  married  Roy  Merchant.  They  had  one  son: 

Gordon  Lee,  b.  6,  7,  1908 

Gordon  Lee  Merchant  married  Florence  Turnbull.  He  is  a 
graduate  of  Michigan  State  College  and  is  now  a  chemist  at  the 
W.  K.  Kellogg  Food  Plant.  They  have  one  daughter: 

Martha  Lee  Merchant,  b.  2,  6,  1936. 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  SUSAN  ANN  BEVIER 

Susan  Ann  and  Edwin  M.  Brown  had  children: 

Elizabeth  Ann,  b.  1,  7,  1857;  d.  5,  1920. 

Walter  E.,  b.  9,  28,  1865. 

Elizabeth  Ann  Brown  married  Frank  Spalding  in  1880.  They 
had  one  child: 


Ida  Belle,  b.  1,  15,  1886. 
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Ida  Belle  Spalding  married  6,  i,  1917,  Samuel  C.  Miller.  They 
had  no  children.  They  live  at  76  Wendell  Street,  Battle  Creek. 


Walter  E.  Brown  lives  at  524  Jordan  Street,  Marshall,  Michigan. 
He  married  (1)  in  i 887.  Florence  Burns.  They  had  one  daughter: 

Lulu  Pearl,  b.  1,  28,  1889. 

Lulu  Pearl  Brown  married  1,  28,  1911,  Samuel  Fredenburg. 
They  had  children: 

Florence  May,  b.  ri,  28,  1913. 

Donna  Fay,  b.  2,  9,  1916. 

Maxine  Adele,  b.  11,  21,  1918. 

Samuel  Wesley,  b.  4,  9,  1922. 

Maxine  Adele  Fredenburg  married  6,  12,  1937,  Harrison  ;M. 
Baker. 

Walter  E.  Brown  married  (2)  3,  21,  1896,  Edith  Emilie  Fisk. 
They  had  children: 

Ruth  Fay,  b.  4,  16,  1897. 

William  Ryan,  b.  8,  26.  1906. 

Ruth  Fay  Brown  married  9,  14,  1925.  Rotch  Hawthorne.  They 
have  one  child: 

Doris  Ryan,  b.  5,  31,  1931. 

William  Ryan  Brown  married  3,  22,  1930,  Nona  Weavman. 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  ROBERT  R.  BEVIER 

Robert  R.  and  Melissa  Bcvier  had  children: 

Henry  R.,  b.  5,  u,  1866. 

Clarence  D.,  b.  5,  19,  1867. 

Jennie  E.,  b.  7,  13,  i860. 

Blanche,  b.  8,  31,  1872;  d.  2,  3,  1027. 

Nelle,  b.  3,  3,  1875;  d.  10,  29,  1928. 
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Henry  R.  Bevier  married  Jessie  Seward.  They  live  at  Casnovia, 

Michigan.  They  had  children: 

Seward  R.,  b. 

Alger,  b. 


Clarence  D.  Bevier  married  Hattie  Boer.  They  had  no  children. 
He  lives  in  San  Francisco,  California. 


Jennie  E.  Bevier  married  (i)  9,  27,  1888,  William  S.  Cole.  He 
died  in  1908.  They  had  three  children: 

Edith,  b.  11,  26,  1890. 

Bernice,  b. 

Harry  R.,  b.  11,  20,  1897. 

Edith  Cole  married  Charles  F.  Gaffney.  They  have  two  sons: 

Charles,  b. 

Waiter,  b. 


Charles  Gaffney  married  Virginia  Bates.  They  have  one  son: 

Charles,  b.  1 933- 

Bernice  Cole  mrrned  Theodore  Eastman.  They  have  one 

P  ifrh*pr  * 
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Barbara,  b.  11,  11,  1918. 

Harrv  R.  Cole  married  192?,  Doris  Conklin.  They  reside  at 
Miami.  Florida.  They  have  two  sons: 

Donald,  b. 

Janies,  i>. 

Jennie  E.  Bevier  married  (2)  10,  17.  1909,  Levi  B.  Wickham  ol 
Albion,  Michigan.  They  had  one  daughter: 

Helen  Melissa,  !>.  9,  M,  191 J. 
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SUPPLEMENT  TO  SUSANNA  CORNELL  FERGUSON 

Helen  Melissa  Wickham  married  George  W.  Pickard.  They  re¬ 
side  at  Toledo,  Ohio.  They  have  one  son:. 

Kent  Lee,  b.  io,  6,  1933. 


Blanche  Bevier  married  George  W.  Hopkins  of  Jackson.  Michi¬ 

gan  .  She  died  2,  3, 1927;  he  died  9,  9,  1927.  They  had  no  children. 


Nelle  Bevier  married  John  M.  Ryan  of  Jackson,  Michigan.  She 
died  10,  29,  1928;  he  died  7,  30,  1935.  They  had  no  children. 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  .ALBERT  H.  BEVIER 

Albert  H.  and  Ella  VanBuren  Bevier  had  three  children: 

Belle,  b.  d. 

Elmer,  b.  d. 

» 

May,  b. 

Belle  Bevier  married  Gage  Gifford.  Their  children  were  Lyle 
and  several  other  children.  Lyle  Giilord  lives  at  24  Oak  Street, 
Battle  Creek. 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  ALFRED  S.  BEVIER 

Alfred  S.  and  Ida  Bevier  had  children: 


Claude, 

b. 

14, 

1870; 

d 

9.  24,  lS“4. 

Howard, 

b. 

5’ 

27> 

1872. 

Maud, 

b. 

/* 

25> 

i87t; 

d. 

12,  25.  1028. 

George, 

b. 

5* 

19. 

1870. 

Earl. 

b. 

a* 

!  % 

a  6, 

1881. 

Cna, 

b. 

IO. 

19. 

1883; 

d. 

8,  12,  1887. 

SUPPLEMENT  TO  SUSANNA  CORNELL  FERGUSON 


Howard  Bcvicr  married  11,  16,  1890,  Florence  Burke,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Lucinda  Burke.  They  had  children: 

Kenneth,  b.  2,  3,  1901. 

Burr,  b.  10,  19,  1904. 

Ward,  b.  8,  11,  1910. 

Kenneth  Bevier  married  10,  10,  1923,  Marie  Cook,  daughter  of 
Rolla  and  Effie  Cook.  They  have  one  daughter: 

Lucinda,  b.  8,  20,  1937. 

Burr  Bevier  married  6,  12,  1928,  Louise  Scott,  daughter  of 
Franklin  and  Mary  Scott. 

Ward  Bevier  married  6,  5,  1937,  Davette  Dunwell,  daughter  of 
C.  Belmont  and  Leela  Dunwell. 


Maud  Bevier  married  William  Davis,  son  of  Asa  and  Mary 
Davis.  They  had  children: 

Nyle,  b.  2,  3,  1900. 

Mildred,  b.  5,  7,  1903. 

Nellis,  b.  11,  19,  1905;  d.  6,  24,  1932. 

Nyle  Davis  married  8,  6,  1924,  Levon  Manwarren,  daughter  of 
Walter  and  Josephine  Manwarren.  Nyle  and  Levon  Davis  have 
one  son: 

Warren,  b.  5,  31,  1927. 


George  Bevier  married  8,  25,  1909,  Ethel  Eggleston,  daughter  of 
George  and  Mary  Eggleston. 
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Hattie  Boer,  12 
Hattie  Houghtaling,  9 
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Henry  R.,  1 1.  12  „ 
Howard,  13 
Ida  Smith,  4,  13 
James  Edward,  3,  4 
Jeannette  Eliza,  4,  5 
Jennie  E.,  1 1.  12 
Jessie  Seward,  ri 
John  Dewitt,  3,  4 
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Susan  Ann,  3,  4 
Una,  13 
Ward,  13 
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Brown,  David.  4 
Edith  Emihc  Fisk,  11 
Edwin  Miltotv  10 
Elizabeth  Ann,  10 
Florence  Burns,  1 1 
Lulu  Pearl.  1 1 
Mahalu  Ann  Tripp,  4 
Nona  Weayman,  1 1 
Ruth  Fav,  ;  t 
Susan  Ann  Be\ier,  4,  10 
Walter  E.,  it 
William  Ryan.  11 
Burke,  Charles.  14 
Florence,  14 
Lucinda,  14 
Burns,  Florence,  11 

Cole,  Bernice,  12 
Donald,  12 
Doris  Conklin,  12 
Edith,  12 

Jennie  E.  Bevier,  12 
Harry  R.,  12 
James,  12 
William  S.,  12 
Conklin,  Doris,  12 
Cook.  Erne.  14 
Marie.  14 
RoI!a_  :s 

Cox.  Ada  Eleanor.  5 
Charles  Jay,  5 
Claude  Charles,  5 
Corai  Jonnson.  5 
Eleanor  Scringham,  3 
Eliza  Jeannette,  3,  4 
Guy  Graham,  5 
John,  3 

Mabel  Marv,  5 


Nettie  May,  5 
Ruth  Alice,  5 

Davis,  Asa,  14 

Levon  Man  warren,  14 
Mary,  14 
Maud  Bevier,  14 
Mildred,  14 
Nellis,  14 
Nyle,  14 
Warren,  14 
William,  14 
Diehl,  Ruth,  10 
Dole,  Alma  Lovica  Eaton,  7 
Clinton  H.,  7 
Edward,  7 
Ella  Myrtle,  7 
Helen  Elizabeth  Williams, 
Henrietta  E.  Bevier,  7 
John,  7 
Kay  Joan,  7 
Lucinda  Phelps,  7 
William  Edward,  7 
Dunwcll,  C.  Belmont,  14 
Davette,  14 
Lcela,  14 

Eastman,  Barbara,  12 
Bernice  Cole,  12 
Theodore,  12 
Eaton,  Alma  Lovica,  7 
Arvilla  Rice,  7 
William  Henry,  7 
Eggleston,  Ethel,  14 
George,  14 
Mary,  14 

Ell  wood,  Irene  B.,  8 

Fiske,  Edith  Emilie,  1 1 
Fredenburg,  Donna  Fay,  11 
Florence  May,  11 
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Thelma  Reeves,  10 
Wallace,  10 
Wayen,  10 

Merchant,  Florence  Turnbull,  10 
Gertrude  Ann  Smith,  to 
Gordon  Lee,  10 
Martha  Lee,  10 
Roy,  ro 

Miller,  Ida  Bell,  10,  11 
Samuel  C.,  1 1 

Mowry,  Allan,  8 
Anna  Slade,  8 
Emma,  8 

McKay,  Darwin  J.,  8 
Ella  Myrtle,  8 
George  C.,  8 
George  Edward,  8 
Mary  Ann  McDermott,  8 

1 

Parkhurst,  Francis  Wayland,  8 
Grace  Edith  Bevier,  8 
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Mabie  Mary  Cox,  5 
Reeves.  Thelma,  10 
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